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Treatiſe, written in French 
by M. Peter Vyret, whiche 
V as dedicated by him to 
the faythfull: and hauing 

for my priuate exerciſe trã- 
ſlated the ſame, 1 little thought to haue 
ſent ĩt abroade, but ſnewing it to ſome. gods 
ly, whoſe iudgements I craned , borh of the 
matter, & trãſlatiõ, they db ubtèd not to giue 
great commendation of the ane, and it pleas 
ſed them to ſet dow ne their allowance of thq 
other, and withall perſwaded me, the matten I's 
to be very profitable, for theſe our times, 88 _ 
that by many reaſons;whereupon I became So: 
ſo encouraged,as(confidering the argument 
to be ſo apt and fit for this age) Iwould not 
keepe back this ſo fruitfull a treatiſe from 
the-viewe of my countrie men, but haue ad- 
uentured to publiſh the ſame in cngliſh, how 
rudely ſoeuer it be tranſlated , And nowe 
(Madam)hauing beene long debtor to your 
Ladyſſũppe, for your manye honourable fa- 
uours extended towardes me, and hauing 
long deſired to yeeld ſome token of thanks 
fulnefle;fith I can no way deſerue or recom- 
pence the leaſt part of your goodnes, Tam 
bold to preſent vnto your honour theſe firſt 
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The Epiſtle 


Tuites of my labours , hi ch is the tranſſa 
tion of this little treatie; and therefore hum- 
bly do pray you it may paſſe vnder your pro- 


tection:the authour wherof, was wel known 


to ſome godly learned yet liuing amongeſt 


vs;to be a godly, zealous; and learned prea- 


cher in Fraunce, and many wayes a man of 
rare giftes. The matter is a chriſtian counſell 
anck direction, how the proft ſſours of the 
Goſpel ſnould behaue and keepe thẽſelues 
from heing ſtained, or defiled with the ſu- 
perſtitions of Poperye, bee they neuer ſo 
cannerſant. amonigeſt ſuche as profeſſe 
the ſame: So that I cannot doubte, but 
that this little treatyſe wyll haue good ac- 
ceptancewith all the Godlye, and well diſ- 
poſed, both in reſpecte of the Authour, and 
the matter. But for my ſelfe, uho haue 
taken vppon mee to bee the tranflatont; 
Imaye iuſtlye doubts it can hardelye de⸗ 
ſerue Ulowante, both becauſe my ſkyll is 
Morte to tranſſ ite with iudegement, and 
my ſtyle too baſe to haue the handling of 


ſo good a woorke: yet beeing embol- 


denett by the allowance of ſome, that haue 
already ſeene it, and hoping to bee fauoura- 
blye iudged of by all, thar hereafter ſhal — 
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uſe it, and truſting of your honours well 
accepting of this my labour, bee it ne- | 
uer ſo ſimplye perfourmed; I doubte not | 
to put it to the printe, and preſume to N 
dedicate the ſame to your Ladiſhippe. 
Accept it (good Madam) in liewe of a bet. 
ter preſente: And licence mee, in this 
preface ( onely purpoſed to your ſelfe) to 
ſpeake ſomewhat in a geueralitie to os 
thers , I finde by experience that Sathans 
ſhiftes encreaſe dayly, eyther to make vs 
flatte enemies to religion, or colde friends: 
for even amongeſt thoſe, whiche bragge 
greatly of the Goſpel, and will defie him, 
that ſhall call him Papiſt, and will ioyne 
with Gods people in hearing of the worde, 
and receiving the Sacramentes , euen as 
mongeſt thete there bee ſome ,( 1 ſaye) 
which are ſo farre ſhorte from true fee- 
ling of region, that they reſerue to them 
ſelues a religion for all companies, and can 
eaſily make ſhift to liue in all ages: and theſe 
men woulde fayne perſwade them ſelues, 
that there is ſuch a conueniencie betweene 
religion and ſuperſtition, beta eene the Goſ- 
pell and Poperp, that they may holde both: 
they woulde fayne make themſelues to Be- 
leeue, that the diſſent betweene paꝑiſtes and 
1 4 3 Ys 
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The Epiſtle 
vs, which doe profeſſe the Goſpel of Chrift, 
is only about certaine ceremonies,the vanity 
of which opinion, is ſo largely confuted by 
ſundry well learned: that I neede not to 
ſtand therevpon. But to you, whome the 
Lord hath ſeaſoned by a better ſpirit, then to 


profeſle for faſhions ſake, let me ſpeake bold- 


ly without offence. If you haue well weigh- 
ed and conſidered what thraldome your 
ſelues, or your brethren were in, when Pas 
piſtes did beare ſtroke: and had the guiding 
of this common wealth at their will; you 
cannot but tell your ſelues ho little fauour 
the zealous proteſſour found, whoſe ſhare it 
was to receive al ſharpnes and ſeueritie, that 
could be deuiſed: and then how can you for⸗ 
get to be thankfull vnto God for this our 
preſent tranquilitie, and peaceable profeſſi- 
on of his Goſpell, and for our Soueraigne 


Ladie Queene Elizabeth, his eſpeciall and 


principall inſtrument thereof: by whom as 
the chief meanes,we haue beendeliuered fro 
ſuperſtition & Popery,& haue been brought 
to taſt how ſweete the Lord Ieſus is, in the 
voyce of his goſpel, a bleſſing vnſpeakeable, 
and ſuch as fewe of our neighbours haue 
attained vnto in like meaſure, for what na- 
tion can be named, that euer ſo long my 
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Dedicatory. 

ther enioyed ſuch quietneſſe as Englanded 
which ſheweth Gods bleſſing to haue fol- 
lowed vs moſt gratiouſly in our gouern- 
ment: and what country or nation in the 
world can be ſhewed to haue the doctrine of 
the Goſpell, taught generally and by autho- 
ritie, with more ſoundnes and ſinceritie, then 
in England: which argueth the great mercy, 
and fauour of God towords us, in dayly tea⸗ 
ching his prophets to ſpeake, that his truth 
may ſound in the eares of al that wil willing. 
ly heare it. But haue we this by deſerthor can 
we chalenge it before other nations :no, no: 
but if we learne not to vſe our peace whileſt 
we haue it, and to take profite by this doct - 
rine of ſaluation whileſt we enioy it, & ſhew 
our ſelues dayly and hourely thankefull for 
the ſame, our peace ſhall bee taken from vs 
when we leaſt looke for it; and this Goſ- 
pell will bee giuen vnto a nation that ſhall 
bring foorth the fruites thereof. Let vs thers 
fore looke about vs in time, leſt we learne to 
late, Our well ſetled peace in theſe dayes of 
our godly Prince Edward the ſixt, with the 
ioyfull, libertie of profeſſing Chriſte his 
Goſpel, which vnder him, we then enioyed, 
adding hereunto the ſodayne and lamenta- 
ble alteration, which ſucceeded his happye 
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might ſufficiently V arne vs. We can haue no 
colour to chalenge this our peace and prea- 
ching of the Goſpell in anye certayntie, 
which both wee enioye onely by the mer- 


cifull goodnes of our good God, who in his 


fauour and Ioue hath allotted both vnto 
vs for our good, if with thankefulneſſe wee 
receluethem;and canlearneto vie them, to 
our profite: If otherwiſe wee abuſe them, he 
can and will in his diſpleaſure for our 
ſinnes take them from vs, turning peace in- 
to warre, and the light. of his Goſpell into 
the darkenes of ſuperſtition and poperye. 
If we will but enter into conſideration with 
our ſelues, and weigh the ſtare of our neigh- 
boures and bretheren in Flaunders, and 
Fraunce; whome the Lorde, hath long 
kept vnder the croſſe of affliction and perſe- 
cution, and withall ind ifferently compare 
our offences with theirs; wee ſhall ea- 
ſily ſee the zeale of Englapd to religion farre 
colder, the obedience tothe Goſpel farre 
ſhorter, al ſinn generally much more aboun⸗ 


adding. Why then ſhould we looke for thecon 


tinuance of theſe bleſſinges without amẽd⸗- 
mẽt. If we wil enter into our owne conſcien- 
tes & truly examine our ſelues, whether wee 

1 * haue 


gouernment by his vnlooked for cutting of; 


Dedicatory. =. 
haue beenerightly pinched and grieued at : 
the miſery of our brother Ioſeph: whether 
wee haue ſighed and mourned before the 
Lord for Ifraels calamitie*we {hal finde that 
 felfe loue hath borne ſo great a ſwaye in 
euery of vs all; that we haue been little, or 
nothing touched with the churches miſerie. 
Howe then can we looke to eſcape the. iuſt 
judgement of God, for fo horrible faultes & 
defectes: Laſtly, if wee conſider through- 
lye, howe mercitullye the Lorde hath dealte 
with vs in this time ofour peace: wherein 
the Goſpel of our God hath had his free paſ 
ſage, and the preaching thereof in many pla- 
ces (by Gods mercies) beene moſt plen- 
tifully perfourmed, and weyghe with al, , 
how thankefully we haue receined the ſame, 
and what profite wee haue reaped therby: 
we ſhall the moſt of vs (I feare me) finde our 
ſelues ſo farce ſhort in eyther, that rather we 
may feele in our ſelues iuſt cauſe ro accuſe 
our ſelues, for neglecting, contemning , and 
miſuſing the graces of God, offered vnto vs 
in this his holy Goſpell. For that we haue i 
neither learned diligently, nor beleeued 'of 
ſoundly, nor embraced thankfully, nor wor- | 
ſhipped religiouſly,nor confeſſed freely and 
conſtãtly, nor obeyed ſincerely, nor aduãced 
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The Epiſile 
zealouſly the will and truth of our God, re- 
uealed vnto vs in the preaching of the Goſ- 
pell. But as I accuſe not all, ſo as an aduiſe to 
all, I ſay with the Apoſtle. Let him that think- 
eth he doth tand, take heeae he fall not. Aud 
becauſe we haue no inheritance, or ſuch aſs 
ſurance of this our peace, but that it is to be 
turned into warre and perſecution,whenthe 
Lord our God thinketh good:let vs not fol- 
lowe the beaſtly rule of the pampered Ex 
picures,who ſay to themſelues, Ede, bibe, lu- 
de, poſt mortem nulla voluptas. But let vs hear- 
ken vnto the wholeſome counſel of the Apo- 
ſtle Peter. Let vs hencefot ward learne to liue, 
as much time as remaineth in the fleſhe, not 
alter the luſts of men, but after the will of 
God, For it is ſufficient.&c. For ſurely in fo- 
lowing the lewde fancies of fleſhe and 
blood, we doe tread the path to death, and 
walke the readie way to deſtruction. But if 
we ſtriue to mortifye the luſts, and deedes ot 
the fleſhe, we are led by a right line, dyrect⸗ 
ing vs to the true life: that neuer ſhall haue 
end. Therefore whileſt we enioy the benefite 
of this our peace, let vs apply our ſelues to 
the practiſing of that in ſhew we profaſſe, and 
let vs labour to grow in knowledge, that we 
may be able to diſcerne che ſpirits and to 
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Dedicatory 

giue a reaſon of our faith with iudgement & 
vnderſtanding: So ſhall our peace be greatly 
profitable vnto vs, and we therby better pre- 
pared to abide with patience, what the Lord 
by perſecution (hall lay vpon vs , It was 
notallowed fora good Plea, that the Scribes 
and phariſees ſhould chalenge themſelues to 
be the children of Abraham: for that (as our 
Sauiour Chriſt chargeth them) they did not 
the workes of their father Abraham, but 
of their father the Diuell. No more can it be 
accepted at our hands to chalenge the title 
of chriſtianitie, to ſay wee profeſſe Chriſt his 
Goſpell, vnleſſe we bring foorth fruites an- 
ſwerable to ſo high a calling. For as Chry⸗ 
ſoſtome ſayth. Non Christi nomen ſolum chri- 
ſtianum facit, ſed ¶ Briſti veritas, quia in no- 
mine ¶ Briſti multi ambulant in veritate au- 
tem eius pauci. And there is no man truely 
tearmed a chtiſtian, but he that ſtriueth to 
go as neare to Chriſt in his life & conuerſati⸗ 
on, as he cã. Our wel ſetled peace, muſt needs 
auayle vs much, if we vſe it, and our ſelues 
in it to the glorifying of our God: for to this 
end only is our peace preſerued to vs, But if 
in this time of our peace, we will liue delici⸗ 
ouſly, walke wantonly , flcepe in ſinne, and 
wallo / in all manner of ſenſualitie, we ſhall 
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The Epiſtle 
farely become falſe prophets to our ſelues; 
& whileſt we perſwade our ſelues of a pleaſãt 
peace, beholde pre fent deſtruction. The Iſra- 
elites groned long vnder the burden of cru - 
ell Pharaoh , who ſeeing them multiplye 
and encreaſe dayly in number of perſons, 
and wealth of ſubſtance, he endeuoured and 
put in practiſe, both by tiranny and ctuel fla - 
veryc to oppteſſe them... But the Lord loking 
mercifully vpon his people, deliuered them 
out of the tyrantes handes, and plagued 
their enemies in moſt ſundry & ſtrange ſorts, 
and in the end moſt mitaculouſſy made one 
ſelf ſãe place a paſſage for the deliuery of his 
children, & pitte of deſtruction to their ene- 
mies purſuing them. Yet fee the ingratitude 
of mans heart, they were no ſooner deliue- 
red, but they immediately forget ſo great 
a benefite, and fell to murmuring, grudg- 
ing, and repining againſt their GO D, who 
ſo gratiouſly had wrought their deliuerance. 
Iwill not apply this, but leaue euery man to 
his owne conſcience to conſider in himſelfe, 
whether he hath beene ſufficiently thanke- 
full, for our mercifull and miraculous de- 
liuèrance out of that popiſhe perſecution, 
practiſed againſt Gods people, in the time of 
e Queene 
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Nueene Marye , Or rather, whether that 
(Gods great blefitng! and benefire therein 
beeing forgotten) wee haue not throughe 
ambition, couetouſnes, cr carnall fecuritie, 
beene ſo drowned in worldly cares, that we 
haue murmured, grudged, and repined a. 
gainſt GOD and his miniſters;as the Iſtae- 
lites did: which being true (as it can hardly 
be denied) we muſt looke to he trayned vp 
with the Hraelites in a newe ſchoole, For 
when proſperitie and peace could not make 
them to knowe him, in yeelding due reue⸗ 
rence & obediẽce to him, He yiſited thẽ witfm x 
ſharpe roddes and plagues“, that by his 
correction hee might drawe them to ſeeke 
to him for remedie againſt his ſcourges, and 
ear neſtly to repent them for their rebellion 
and wickednes agaynſt him. And this, did 
the Lorde of loue to his choſen children 
that they might not ſtyll wallow with: wic 
ked worldlinges in all licentiouſnes of euill. 
There be ſome of that vayne and wicked G 
pinion,who. when they cannot couple the 
Goſpell of Chriſte, and Poperyt rogeas! 
ther in the couples of their conceite, as 
they would do, then they fal to another bare 
& bad ſſ ift, perſy ading themſelues that they 
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of the countries, that they are in, and yet be 
good Goſpellers ſtill, not remembring that 
confeſſion of Chriſt, and outward acknow⸗ 
ledgement of his truth (a ſpeciall part of his 
worſhip & our ſeruice du to him) is requited 
of vs. For they are the wordes of our Sauiout 
Chriſt, that we muſt confeſſe him before me; 
And wha knoweth not, that men cannot ſee 
into our hearts, therefore with our mouthes 


ve muſt confeſſe him. Notable alſo is that, 


1. Cor. 5. 


which the ſpirit of God ſetteth downe by 
Paule to the Corinthians. Our bo dies (ſayth 
he) are the ten les of the holy Ghoſt, and 


wee ate not our ow ne, for wee are dearelye 


bought, therefore wee muſt glorifie God in 
our bodies, & in our ſpirits, for they aregods. 
Wherby it appeareth, that the Lorde hath 
ſuch an intereſt & right in vs, & ouer vs; that 
no half ſeruice cã pleſe him, but he muſt haue 
vs wholezand he will be wholy ſerued by vs. 
Therefore they, that in any reſpect refuſe to 
confeſſe Chtiſt before men, do bewray them 


ſelues to be eyther faithleſſe, or very fainte 


imfaith: and let them vrge neuer ſo much, 
that with their in ard mã they ſerue god, & 
cary a loue to Chriſt his truth, they ſnal finde 
it is no good plea in diuinitie, ueither will 
17 
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Dedicatory. 
it prooue good before God at the generall 
day of account : when all fleſne muſe appeare 
before the tuſt iudge, togiue a reckoning of 
their ſtew arde ſhip. As for thoſe to whom the 
name of God ſeeme th ſtrange, and ate loth 
to heare of any religion, they are not vnlike 
to Epicures, of whom it is vritten: that when 
he ſaw great contentions amongeſt the phi- 
loſophers touching God, he did take (as hee 
thought) a ſhorter way, & flatly denied Gods 
Ot which kind of men I wifhe-withall my 
heart, there were not ouer many amõgeſt vs 
It is a dangerous thing, when men become 
deriders and mockers of the worde, and wil 
ſcoffe and taunt at ſuch as in reuerent re- 
gard therof, ſeeke to walke according to the 
preſeript rule, ſet downe by the ſame: for fro 
them, by litt le and little, all ſence and taſt of 
truth is taken, and they goe on in degrees of 
vngodlines fo farre, vntill they ſnewe them. 
ſelues to be ſuch, as doe hate the truth, and 
then are they given ouet to fulfyll their luſts, 
making their bellye their G O D, beſtowing 
their whole life in their owne fylthie & fleſh- 
ly pleaſure: for they line to ſerue no other 
God indeede, and ſo at length there is with 
thẽ no truth, no religion, no God, but they 
make a mocke of all religion & truth, and are „ 
Siuen / Ii 


The Epiſtle 
given Vp to belicue lyes, and to folowe 


vanities, and nothing ele. And thus in 


fine they becõe ſo bold, that they deny God, 
yea they be ſo cũning in the diuels craft, that 
they do reaſon againſt God, and open ly pro- 
feſſe that Chriſt his trutli is but a fable, as 
this day giveth feareful examples of too ma⸗ 
ny: The Lord our God refourm thẽ, and ſhew 
them the light of hys countenance, and bee 
mercifull vnto them. And ſo with griefe to 
thinke that there ſhould be any ſuch, leave 
them.; As for you, who the Lord bath ſo ſea⸗ 
ſoned by hisſpirit;that you haue learned tb 


ber a law to ybur ſelues, & do endeuourithʒt 


one and the ſelfe famewoorde, might hoth 
teach and rule you, although they gie you 
bynames for ſo doing: be not difmayed} but 
hold on your cone, & be it ſo fartetioyou, 
to thiake your ſeiues pure, & learne to haue 
ſuch æ liuely ſenſe, aid feeling of this feſtering 
fors of ſinne, eating vs to eternal deſtruction, 
if out. Phiſicion © hriſt, put not tohishelpeto 
heale the ſamie by the blood of his paſſion;as 
that yu acknowledge with the Prophet, All 
your righteouſnes to be like a ſtayned cloch, 
and tothis end labour in your teſues; & per 
ſwadeit in orhers to go on ſtill ant toche uli 
mirig vp from ſiep to ſtep, towards the 27 2 
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Deldlicatorie. 
of perfectiõ ſet before vs: not thinking it ſafe 
ficient to begin well, and thereto flay, nor to 
goe and grow forward for a time, and the to 
ſtand fill, but we muſt know that perſeuerãce 
hath the promiſe, for he that perſeuereth to 
the end, he ſnalbe ſaued. This then being the 
ſetled perſwaſion of all that truely feare the 
Lord, let not their courſe be hindered, ney- 
ther in their courſe let them be diſcouraged, 
but carrying in thẽſelues the teſtimony of a 
good conſcience, that they haue in thẽ ſelues 
à deſire to encreaſe daily from fayth to faith, 
from knowledge to knowledge, from godli⸗ 
neſſe to godlineſſe, vntill they become per⸗ 
fect men in Chriſt Ieſus:let them knowe it is 
their glory to beare reproch for good dea- 

ling. See that none of you (ſaith the Apoſtle) 
ſiuffer as a murtherer, as a theefe, as an euill 
doer, or as a buſie bodie in other mens mat⸗ : 
ters, but if anye man ſuffer as a Chriſtian &c, 7. Pet, . 
This is the portion of Gods people, to ſuffer 
for wel doing; and of this we ought not to be 
aſhamed, but for this we muſt gloriſie God: 
neither is this the vttermoſt of our triall, to 
be euil ſpoken of, but we are like to taſte the 
ſmart of a more ſharpe ſchoole: Our ſinnes 
prouoke it, Gods iuſtice doth threaten it, and 
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The Epiſtle 

Iſee not how we ſhould auoyd it. Let vs learn 
therefore to be wel prouided againſt the day 
of tryal. And ſurely if we profeſſe, as we ſeem, 
or carry that ſincere zeale, as we ought, wee 
haue caſt our reckoning, we know the pryce, 
and therefore will endeuour to prouide for 
paiment. Crux comes Euangelij is an old rule, 
and he is a very delicate, or rather faintehear⸗ 
ted ſouldiour, that loketh to ouercome with 
out fighting: or to winne victory with- 
out contending: and how cam he fight, that 
is vnprepared to the battell? or contend for 
victory, that is vnprouided: And tobe armed 
at all poyntes, This leſſon well learned, wyll 
teach vs that, Tota vita Chriſtiani hominis, ſi 
ſecundum Euangelium viuat, eſt crux atq; mar- 
ryrium. Let not your heartes be troubled 
therefore, neither feare, and let your patient 
mynds be lenowen vnto all men, for the Lord 
xs at hand. It ĩis notably ſaid of a learned Fa- 
ther, that tribulation and trouble is to a iuſt 
man, as the file to the yrõ, the fornace to the 
gold, the bridle to the horſe, and the whippe 
to the Aſſe. The fyle, as it is commonly ſeene, 
maketh yron the brighter, the fyery fornace 
maketh gold the more glorious, the bridle 


vithholdet the headdy horſe, that hee goe 


got whither him liſteth, che whippe _—_ 
| the 
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Dedicatory, 


the dul Aſſe in ſuch awe, that he dare not but 
goe on. And this doth affliction to euery true 
Chriſtian. Let vs not be diſmayed therefore, 
though our peace be taken from vs, and pers 
ſecution come in place: For to vs that haue a 
ſure teſtimonie ſealed vp in our conſciences, 
that we are Gods children, it ſhall turne to 
great good, beyng ſure that our heauenly fas 
ther wil lay no more vponvs,the he wil make 
vs well able to beare. We ſee by experience, 
that where the Prince or chiefe Magiſtrate 
fauoureth the profeſſion of the Goſpel, the 
moſt part wilbe Goſpellers. But like experi- 
ence hath taught vs, when times of tryall 
haue come vpon them, what time ſeruers 
ſome haue ſnewed themſelues. But to ſuche, 
our god cõmeth not as a correcting father, 
but as a deſtroying iudge. For obedie nce to 
the Lorde God, and the profeſſion of his 
truth, is not tyed to the pleaſure of Princes. 
He that confeſſeth me before men, I will 
confeſſe him before my father in heauen. But 
he that denyeth me. &c. And we muſt learne 
to ſay with the Apoſtle Paule. If I ſeeke to 
pleaſe men, I am not the ſeruant of Chriſt, It 
is an olde ſaying and a true. All is not Gold 
that gliſtereth, but the fiery fornace wil ſoon 
try it. Euery piece of yron that wee ſee, is not 
LICE perfect 
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The Epiſtle 
perfect and ſound yron, for ſometimes it is 
eaten through with the canker ; and this, 
when the file commeth vpon it, is eaſily 
knowne, Wheate and chaff: lye mingled to- 
get her in one barne, til a gale of wind come, 
and blowe them in ſunder, and then they ap- 
peare both plainely what they ate: let vs ac- 
quaint our ſelues with our good G O D by 
continuall and heartie prayer, that by his 
goodnes wee may bee prepared againſt the 
day of his viſitation, to abide what in mercy 
he ſhall think good to lay vpon vs. The feare⸗ 
fulnes of fleſhe and blood is ſuch , and the 
delight therof in worldly proſperity ſo great, 
that aduerſitie is not eaſily borne. Impriſon⸗ 
ment is accounted painefull, but it is more 
painefull to enioy libertie vpon euill condi- 
tions. The priſons are thought lothſome & 
- ynſauery, but yet not more lothſome, then 
the ſweeteſt houſes, where the feare of God 
is wanting. It is grieuous to man to be ſoli- 
tary and alone, yet better is it to be ſo, then 
in companie with the wicked. It toucheth vs 
very neare to looſe liuing and goodes, but it 


ſhalbe found to touch nearer to looſe the fa- 


nourand grace of God, We vſe it as a com- 
mon ſpeech, that life is ſweete, but moſt 
ſweete and pleaſant is ic to looſe this life, full 


of 


\ 


oy. 


ä Dædicatory. 
of mortall miſeries, to finde and enioye the 
life full of eternall ioyes. We are loth to leaue 
our friendes, wife, and children, but we muſt 
beware, that in abiding with them wee ſtay 
not in the diſpleaſure of our God. Iheſe tri- 
als muſt needes come vpon vs, and whoſo- Nt 
euer liueth to it, is like to taſt of the, But be Fi 
of good cheare, Whom the Lord loueth, hee : 
chaſtiſeth,cuen to this ende, that hee might 
call them to remember their ſinnes, and ſo 

-runne by fepentance to him and aſke mere 
cyꝛand then he might pardon and forgiue 
them, in reſpect wherof we are not to lamẽt, 
but to prayſe the Lorde, not to be diſmaide, 
but to be cõforted, that our God wil vouch- 
ſafe to offer vs his croſſe: whereby he ſeeketh 
to traine vs vp to the place of endleſſe ioye 
and comfort. It is an aſſurance laide vp vnto 
vs, that if we ſuffer, we ſhall raigne. If we con- 
feſſe him before men in earth, hee will con- 
feſſe vs beefore his father in heaven , If 
wee bee not aſhamed of his Goſpell heere, 
he will not be aſhamed of vs at the laſt daye. 
Remember the words of our ſauiour Chriſt 
in the. 5. of Mathew. Bleſſed are they that 
ſuffer perſecution for righteouſnes ſake, for 
theires is the kyngdome of heauen. Call to 

mynde 


The Epifile 
mynde that which Paule faith in the 8g, to the 
Romaines. The afflictions of this life, are not 


to be compared to the ioyes of the lyfe pre- 


pared for you. Wherefore ſeeing that euen 
in the croſſe we beholde and ſee the mercie 


of our God, which is more fweete, and to be 


ſet by then any mucke or pelfe of this world, WW 


yea much more then is life it felfe , Let vs 


keepe on our courſe, Let vs walke before our 
Godin ſimplicitie of heart, knowing this, 
that not a heyre of heade can periſh without 


the wil of our heauenly father, neither can a. 


ny man, or diuel be able to attẽpt any thing, 
much leſſe to do any thing to vs, without the 
ſufferance of the Almightie: And when leaue 
is graunted, they ſhall goe no further then he 
will. Wherefore caſting all our care vppon 


the Lord, y ho careth ſufficiently for ys: Let 


vs lay aſide all feare, and onely ſtudie, whileſt 
we liue heare, to pleaſe him, and to keepe our 
conſciences cleane from the pollutions of 


this preſent age, that both our minde and 


tongue, our life and beliefe may be anſwera⸗ 
ble to eche other, and that for euer the word 
of truth may be a light to lighten our ſteps 
in the path of true holines. The Lorde in the 


riches of his mercy impart vnto vs all, ſuch 


portion 
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portion of his holyſpirit, that when the time 
ofour tryall ſhall come, and that the winde 


of perſecution ſhall blow vpon vs, we may be 
founde pure golde , made clearer by the fore 


naceʒ & perfect yron, bryghtened by the fyle, 


and good Wheate, ſeuered from the light 


chaffe, and ſo conſtantly continue Chriſt his 
faythfull ſouldiers, and ſeruantes to our liues 
end. And thus( Madam) haue I dedicated to 
your ſelfe particulerly a tranſlated treatiſe, as 
a pledge of my reuerend loue I beare you: 
and to others, generally a long and rude Epi⸗ 
Nle with it. Vour ſelfe I truſt will accept my 
ſimple trauaile therin, & take it in good part: 
and others, I hope, to whoſe handes this E- 
piſtle and treatiſe ſhall come, will make fa- 
uourable conſtruction thereof, and will 
beare with all defectes therein, whatſo- 
euer, My defire was to warne & encourage, 
which how weakely ſoeuer it be perfourmed, 
I truſt it ſhall no whit hinder, but rather furs 
ther to ſo neceſſary a meditation, that obtai⸗ 
ned, I haue my deſire: beſeeching God to os 
pen our eyes, that we may ſee our deſerts, & 
thereby know / our perils, and knowing the 
ſame, may labour to meete the Lord by res 
pentance, before he come: whether it bee for 


a time to ſcourge vs in iuſtice, or to performe 
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che laſt time of his comming in indgemene; 
toeuery one, the portion allotted-ynto him 
for his hire, from the beginning tv hich time 
of his comming, the Lorde haſten to per? 
| formeand fulfill for his lege lake. „5 
\ Amen. 7 EPS: 
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ke" 6 AnEpiſite neceflarie 
nech him ſome honozable officeinhis Court 
we thinke ita greate honour vnto him which 
is called to ſuch a-promotion-, and eſteeme 


him greatelp beholding and bounde co the 
ing. Let vs thenthi 


g what cauſe we haue 
ta glojifie and magliſie GO D gur Fa 
ther, leeyng that wee ſee hee is come to e⸗ 
Jecc and chooſe va from amongeſt all other, 
not onelpe to be his ſeruantes, but alſo to bee 
his childꝛen, and to bee kinges and bexꝛes ot , 


bis kingdame: and that he leauech a greate 4 


number ok others that bee wyſer , richer, and 
that beare a greater ſhewe then wee, to put 
the treaſures .ofhis grace into ſo pooꝛe veſlels 


5 of earch as we be ſo vple, {obaſe,ſoweake, fo | 


kraple and hzittle. 


Sed. "And therefoze wee ought greatly to rare 


to abuſe this greate goones of GDD tows 
aͤrdeg vs, and the giftes which wee haue recea⸗ 


ue ok him: we muſt take good heede wer hyde 
chemngat in che earth, as che llouthkull and vn⸗ 
8 5 faithful ſeruant did hide his talent, but as che 


other good and faichfull feruauntes did, we 
mult put them to ſome -vſe -,- to the intent 
they maye bung foozth kruite to their Mai ⸗ 


is ſermice bus s fee hd 
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why uch 6 2 oaninrenicate is Braces 
unta vs, but chat wer ſhoulde emplope them 
ta hts honour and glozte, and tothe ediſiyng 
or his Churche : howe. can wee bee Gods foes 
uantes and remayne inie in his houſe and doe: 
noching but (whichiswozle) how wild he ſunn + || 
fer vs chere ik in ſteede of leruing Chyiſt Je⸗ 1 
tus; we ſerue Antichuſt and the Deuill his avs CU 
| uerſariex*Letvscherefore remembery-which g 
theLowe ſayth: To him chat hath, it ſhalbee Yb 
gtuen, and to him that hach nothing, it ans 2 
9 thathehath, rt. 1 5 
* — ſee chis by experience befoze our 1 
eyes euerye dap to come to palle: wee foe © a. Wl 
— GO D encrealeth his graces N 0 
them: which vſe them as they ought, aum 1 
 howouthecontrary he depziuech thek rok 
which abuſe them : and howe hee giue t 
them vp into a repobate ſenſe-;,-fo when 
they knewe GD D; chey glozilied him wel. BET: 
as God,but gaueche honour which:apperteps: - - | 
neth co him onehe, to creatures and Jools, 5 
Mheretoꝛe weoughtnot to maruell it —.— 
many to whõ God hach giuẽ feme geg e 
ortruth, which become ane en Rockers ok 
bolx ſeriptures, + ta berumen 4 M 
chat which they ane ve >, 2 4 cio FEES 
bas themlelues be 79, 42 * * 
8 
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hearken how the Apoſtle warttech vs, let us 


oue of he which ohen dzawen ae 
cannot doubt, but ſuch —— 
ble e moſt fearefull iudgemene of God, which 
can come to man, it is the iudgement which he 
is woont to execute vpon che ingratefull, unn 
conceinners of his word, and blaſphemers of 
his graces : theretoze let vs take heede that 
we neither dally of him noz with him: let vs 


not abuſe our ſelues, to God! can neither be ves 
luded noꝛ mocked,” - -* 


$28, Andtherefinelet bs learne-co-toalke with 


| to offende him in anye thing w 


whiche hee ſetteth befoze our eyes ag in 


"him in all feare,honour, ann reuertuce, let vs 
make our pꝛoſite of his ſeuere iudgement, 


glaſſe, when hee puniſhech ſo ſhirplp choſe 
which after they had known him, haue fou 
him, and deſpiſed his wowes let vs beware we 
effceme not lightly anye thing chat hee hath 
commaunded oz fozbidden, but let vs feurt 
hatſoener;ty- 
ther in omitting that which hee hathcommans 


ded vs to doe, 02 ndoyng hat which he hath 


Sell. 


kozbidden. 
Let vs looke moꝛe to the authojitieef the 
Lawe maker, and tohis will chen kuche nakey 
lawe;: and let vs judge 5 
. W Afi 


for the children ot God. 


let vs conſider with our ſrlues, that we cannot 
trauſgrefie the leit commandement that cuer 
he gave without deſpiſing his maieſtie and au⸗ 
choꝛitie: Fc it we regard not his commaun⸗ 
dements we declare manifeſtly. thereby, that 
mee keare him not, but that we dally with him, 
as though mee helde him in our fleeueco doe 
— he — oꝛ els we giue to vn⸗ 
derſtãd chat we wil coyrect him, as not well ad- | 
uiled, and as though he had fayled.epcher in cõ⸗ Þ 
maunding oz fobidding 22 -batworthy to 
be 92 -fozbidden. Dught this arro⸗ Þ 
Kicy©preſumptis,edeſpiſing ot god his autho [ 
ricp to be eſteemena ſmal fault: Js itnotgrea: _ {ſt 
terchenhightreaſon neee theMateſty — |} 
andauthoutcy pl Cod pallech allauchonete ann / 
ercellencieof man ? That leſſepuniſhnent # 
then, can he ee ny Fermul de ; lf 
the rigour ofhis.judgement? . 1 5 ; 
-Andtherefaze,mp betiten, wee idle; Ss a N 
goed herde, chat wee dercaue nat pur ſelues, Senn. 
Nhat we ſuffer.uot our ſelues to hee eaſilye ang ot 
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withlrãding ſeeme to them verytnal;becauſe 
they perſwade themſelnes ſs, and chat they 
iudge thereofaccomdingto their owneaffeccids 
j But ik they did iudge ofthem, accowing tothe 
| tudgemtt of ÿ ſpirit of God, they ſhould know 
| p they are very vnplealant & deteſtable- bekoze 
fl God, x ofthat nature, that there is nothing that 
he doch moꝛe abhozre e detelt nos that her hath | 
 puntſhhedmotegrienonſiþataltimes:Jtis not 
aſmall matter to pronokeGod to anger, and 
1 we cannot moꝛe pꝛouoke him, then by Idol - 
! __  *tricand ſuperſtition which is the fountaine ol 
all other euils, and a ſinne which doth ſtrange | 
and dare vs wholly from God. 
Let vs not abuſe dur ſkies, koz it may 
Seck. qeeme to bs that the thinges which wee dor 
to keepe vs in league wich the childzen of this 
woꝛlde, are not ok great impoꝛtante. Let vs 
beware that — awe vs not from obey⸗ 
ing the conunandentent ok G O O by the de⸗ 
kreaueablenes ok our fleſhe, as he withdꝛew A⸗ 
Gen. 3. dam bythe meanes of Cue, aſter chat by his 
lye the was ſeduted, he thought wich himlelke 
| it was no greate faulte, to-eate-of the fruite 
Wo of a Tree , butit was very great, hGDD 
- had fozbidvenic „ as experience taught A 
"ferwarde: foxby this franſgreſſion- all 
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forthe children of God, 
were made ſubiett to Curſe. 


Let vg neuer ſuffestherfoze zune en Sell. 
fo bee ſnatched out of our handes whatſoe- To um 
uer reaſon , 02 whatſoeuer colour c cloke 978 


fleſhe can alleadge vnto vs: let vs bee as 


warpe as wee woulde bee to fall into che 


fire, todzawe backe from this woꝛde, and 


to abandon it one only ſteppe. Foz wee neede 
not goe farre alive to miſſe the waye, ta ſet vs 


altogether out of the way, and when one is 


once fallen out of the way, the further hen 
goeth on, che further . 


tiplyech errour vppon errour : fothi 


it is verye harde fo him co-finde his right 


waye, and ta come chicher whether hee 
purpoled, Mherefoꝛe to auopde the ka 


into the bottome of the depth of ſinne., ler 
bs gette vs awaye out of hand from the banks, 
Leaſt we plunge dur ſelues in deeper then wer 
thinke lo and that there come not ſome waue 


which ſodenly wil ſet vpon vs, ann inwzap m 
plunge vs in uch ſoꝛt among the wanes;t 
we can neuer get out, but ee 
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 AnEpiſtfe neceſſarie: - 
foꝛit is ſo infectious a plague, and ſo ftinking+ 

Thema. and dangeraus a poyſon, that although one 
7 2 keepe himſelfe backe from it lo farre as ia pol 
ſible, yet can he not auoyde, but that he ſhalber 
infected & coꝛrupted therewith, A man cannot 

Sm haue ſo ſmall acquaintance therewtch, but that 
tance w imme diatly it wilbe turned into auer great fa« 
ſame. miliarity and boldnes, anothen into a cuſtome, 
which cannot be ſhakẽ᷑ off: as we ſee it by expe; 
rience in all ſoꝛtes of ſinne. And to knowe 

theſe mote playnely, let vs take one exam; 
ple which may ſerue vs foz all the reſt, and 
g which ſhalbee very agreeable to che matter, 
| wee haue in hande; let vs conſider by what 
way a harlot commeth to the laft mteppe of 
infamye and abhomination:ſhee ſlippech not, 
no! ſlidech awaye like an eale as a common 
Harkoc at che firſt day, but firff ſhee beginneth 

to wander a little vurotthe bondes ol modeſty, 
ſhamekaſtnes, anw honeſty, which ought tu bet 
in a woman that is vertuous and full of the 
keare ot Godſßhe delightethto heare ſpeake 
dilhoneſt and iufamous woes, and to ſing 
filthy and wicked ſonges: ſhe takech plralure in 
dauntes , and to bee conuerſant amongtit᷑ lite 
| {tp pouthes, and feeveth her eyes with their gee 
{ .- Cnreecoſitenances,t her eatestoheare their 
| Bo — ARG laſciitious talke; after 1 = 


— — once 


for che children o God. 
onee abandoned her eyes and eares, ſhee is no 
longer whole and chaſt. Foz we cannot thinke 


that moman truly chaſt, which is not ſo in heart 
and minde, and in all partes and members 


ofher bodpe, they that knowe what honeſtie 


and chaſtitie is, will iudgehereofin this ſoꝛte, 
_ fox they tannot call ching, but by their name: 

but they which take pleaſure in ſuch paſtimes, 
as harlats, and ſuch other wozldlings, carnall 


kolkes, and curtizans, which can diſguiſe ann 


change the names of things wil not tal theſe 
{aſciutous lone trickes wicken wantonnes, but 
ciuilitie and cur teſie, not wirhſtanding whatſa- 
euer name, mt giue to thing, yet wal ebe als 
wayes, what it is, and ſhall not change the na⸗ 
ture, foꝛ the alteratiõ and change of names:ſee⸗ 
ing then the eyes + eares ave already wonne, 
che other partes are nat very ſure: after theſe 
follow other dalianees as tickings oz toyings. 
which deũle the body yet ſumewhat moe and 
moe enflamech towhozevome: when chaſtitte 
is once violated ſo farre, t mill goe —— 
{hoxt ſpace it periſhnot ras one es at 
Wwhojevome folloly not ineotimently 
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. * AnEpillle neceſſary | 
and little, fo that the ſecret harlot will become 
altogether impudent without any ſhame at al, 


oz feare of God o man. As much may we ſap {| 


ofall other ſinnes:fo2 it is all one reaſon: By 
little ſteppes a man commeth to the heape and 
depch ol ſinne: But J haue willingly taken tge 
example of whozevome,becaule it is molt like | 
vnto toolatrie, 

There is chen no ielle danger but that as 
much will happen vnto vs, if wee peelde the 
leal thing in the woꝛlde to idolatry and ſuper⸗ 
ſitton;foxbythe one we come to the other, if 
fo feare of grieuing our fleſhe and fo depziue 
it ok the pleaſures it delightech in, we goe as 
bout to flatter it, and beginne ſomewhatto giue 
1 che boidle, it is tn greate hazard that it will 
take the bitte in the teeth, and that hauing the 
hidle at wil, it will take a courſe, wherein we 
can neyther ſtop it no) ma it from thence 
when we would: It we ſuffer it to goe to daun 
ſings, to enter into bꝛothell houſes, to keepe 
-rompanye to daunce and paſle the time with 
baudes;whozes, and harlots, hardly ſhall it 
returne chaſt without ſome loſle of the chaſti⸗ 
tie it ought to haue. Then to enter into idoles 
temples, ta bee conuerſant and communicate 
mich Jvolaters, and to beholde cheir iuglings, 
— TY 


for thechildren of God, - 3 
che ſamo daunce khat they doe, what is it elſe; 
the to enter mto the othel houles ol Sathã e 
to be acquainted wich Baudes and Parlots: 
San committe fomication with fraunge 

Tfa mandeſire tohauehis wife chalteboth $43 
{n-bodie andminve,and tannot loue her i thee * 
hath giuen awaye her loue and ſetled her 
heart vpon another, oz that ſhee hach yeelder 
oz pernutted him J lap) not her whole bodye, 

but onely her mouth to kiſſe her, oꝛ her necke, 
92 armes to embꝛace her: Think we that Jeſus 
Gnꝛiſt delirech not his ſpouſe to be much moꝛe 
pure boch in body and mind: Think we that he 
can abide that we ſhould dedicate our heart ta 
any other than to him: Thinke we that he de⸗ 
lighrech, chat we ſhould make this body a mT: 
ber of an harlot, a temple of Jvoles:atid-of the 
Diuell, and a bꝛothell houſe of Sathan, wher⸗ 

of Jeſus is the head, and which he hath conſe⸗ 
rated c ſanctiſied as a ſoueraigne biſhjop, to be 

thetemple ol God and dwelling houſe ol the 
holy Gholt:Thinke we that he can abide that 
ould — Hes rae 

Het our — > — — 


- fearetop)onokehimag 


Sch. 
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by that which is witten in the Lady — 
ſhalt haue none other Gods befoze me, no: in 
my pꝛeſence. Thou ſhalt doe no homage no 6 


reuerence to Images. Me doth not foꝛbid vs 


onelp to ſettle our heartes thereon, — | 
wee ſhould not bowe downe oꝛ make any 
of honour oz reuerence tothem at al The in 
bande, who that after hee hath reconcil due 
wife to him,ſhould ſee herfrequentt 
the adulterer that ſeduced her and ſee berge 
ry day in his armes kiſſungz her; imbꝛacing her 
and dallying with her what aecgunt couldbee 
make ok her, but that ſhe is a falſe, impudent, 
and deſperate trumpets And if ſhee were an 
honeſt woman ſhould ſhe not abhozre ,enen to 
ſee him oꝛ his houſe, oꝛ ta heare talke of hun: 
Ought ſhe not to keare ((it ſhe were not toa im⸗ 
pudent 02 ouer much ingratefull) to caſt her 


eyes towards him, whether it were in pꝛeſence 


oz abſence ol her huſband; Ougbe ſhee not £6 
ainſt her, and ta giue 
occaſion as well — — 
ſome euill apinion and ſuſpition st her, which 
might redound to the diſhoneſtingand deln 
mig as well of her as of her huſband. - 

Ought we not to content our ſeluea ta haue 
liued ſo long er beue conuerſant in the nothel 
houſe of Sachan, annta haue cantiumed mo 
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fourcieations and avulceries;bit chat wee mut 
ue chither againe every day and every 
bee as chough of ſet parpolſe wee had 
vLetermined to pꝛoucke 5 Lozdeo telouſie Eto 
F anger,making our members ſeruantes to all 
'} MAchmefle,uncleannefle, idolatrie and ſuperſti: 
Aan: hom ts it poſſible that we ſhoulvacknows 
ges great grare ann mertie, ) God hath be- 
ſcomed on bs, in withbzawing 


«< 


2 >» > * : 
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table 1 
that ſuch ſpeeches paſſe; from che mouthes lk 
choſe which boaſt themſelues of the Golſpell, 
and ſo much the moꝛe, faz chat ſo bolvlie; ches 
dare gtue that councell to others: foꝛ their v. 
pinions are ſo farre contrarie to truch, and fa Me 
ſtrange to any good Chꝛiſtian heart, chat it 
were better ſuch men had neuer heard ſpeake 1 
of Chꝛiſt Jeſus noꝛ his religion. | E 
Se#, Fknowe not What Goſpel dh Stripture I 
theyhaue ſtudied, noꝛ howe they dare ſo open! 
ly gainſay the ſpirit ot God: which pꝛonoun⸗ 
2.70, 6. ceth ſo plainely that chere is no agreemene 
Ephe. 6. with light and dar knes, wich Chit and belial, 
| with the temple of God and the temple ol J- 
Ehereis doleg. To what end erhozxcech he the fapthfull I: 
noagree-: by his holy Apoſtle, not to cary E dawyp-yoke. + 
mentve- among Inſidels, and nut to communicate any |: 
Chir e kinde of way wich che vutruitkull woozkes or 
Beltall. - darkeneſſe:but commandechrather torepzone i 
and condenme them. I know wel from what 
ſchoole, chis diuinitie pꝛot eedech, not from the 
ſchoole ofthe ſpirit of God from the ſchoole 
 ofche fleſhe which likech not well to come out 
of Egypt, and tao renoũce the pleaſures and vez 
lightes hereof: therefoze it ſeekech coul in 
the holy ſtriptures to elaake and couer her in⸗ 
fxmitte, becauſe ie dare not openly * 


_ 


— forthechildreniof Gd, 
Se wow ot God whereby it is ouertrome, 


+ Jhane heard and examined ſome reaſons 5,2, 
and arguments, whereby thoſe ( whome ſuche 


doctrine pleaſeth ) goe about to-confirme-and 
appꝛoue it: but they are too friuolous c weake, 


and ſufficiencly onerthowe themſlelues, if one 


behold them narrowly. J know well that ſuch 
reaſons are foꝛged in ſome mens bzaine, flat 
contrary to Moſes:foꝛ they delight too muche 
in Pharaos court, which it grieueth them 
muche to fozſake, to bee conuerſant in the dee 


FFert withthepeople of God: They haue noc 


pet learned to pꝛeferre with Moles the appꝛoo⸗ 
bues;pouerties, and miſeries, noꝛ the naples 
and thoznes ol jeſus Chiiſt,befoze the tempo⸗ 
ral Jewels, treaſures and delightes ol Egypt; 


they are conſtrained by bertue or the trueth, ta 


acknowledge that the ſuperſtition and idss 
atrie wherein they haue liued, is damnable: 


wherefoze they are fozced and conſtrained in 


conſcience to condẽne it, which willingly they 
do, when they may without danger: but becauſe 


they will ſuffer nothing foꝛ trueth , c yet then 1 
dare not condemne it no) reiect it, but will ben 


tounted amongeſt the faithtul foꝛ good men. | 
fe fauourers and defendours therof, x nat foꝛ 
blaſphemers and perſecutoꝛs: they trauaile as 


much as they may to finde ſome elvke in be 
woope of G O. O, to couer and hive their” 
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ange 
Felt. — — M | 
better to acknowledge and conkeſſe their mi⸗ 1 
ferie andincrevulicy, deſiring pardon and mer⸗ 1 . 
tie of God whom they offend, chen to vefende- 73 
and flatter them ſelues in it:thep ought co cont 3 


tent chẽſelues tu ollẽd Gon many other ai,, 
E not ta abuſe in ſuch ſoꝛt p holp 1 A 
blaſphemetheholy Ghoft,in 2 ] 
and weelking them to make them : 
Own alkection, co builde 
——ů— 
em wholp to be 

To age ———ů—ůů 
haue neuer pet truelp vnderltoodthe g 
_ - eudiments,andpuncples of the 
_ Ugion:fozthep will be — Ae 
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Þ his father m mo- Aar. 1% | 

cher ethꝛen, * — 92 wife, oꝛ childzen, o2 16. 
haouſe and poſleſſions moze then me, he is not 
woꝛthie to be with me, noꝛ to bee my dilriple. 

— — much better fo2 theſe Doc 

taurs to learne, then to teach, they ought ras 

cher to pꝛay to God that he would ſtrengthen 

them to confeſle and lanctiſie his holy name, 
chẽ to take ſuch boldnes vpũ thẽ to deny him x 
'- Jaendeugurco dꝛam others into 5 like errour. 

Alle ſee by experience, the fruite chat cam Seck. 
methout of this pexnitious doctrine,and inte 
What pitiedzawe at length, which ther⸗ 
by will payne themſelueg.a Chiilt after-their 

; farre: contrary vnto him that 
5 — ſuch a Dilciple as they woulde hee. 
The toxes haue holes, and the birdegofheauen .. 
cheir neſtes: But the Sonne ot man hach not 
hereon to lay his heade. But theſe men mill 
—— — will Une. ane 
zo arpe co ene — ee Ce = Econ 1 8 : 
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litle chrknowlevge of god which chey heut 
ceaued, and that litle meaſure of fayth whithe 
perhaps they had, beginnech to waxe cold, and 
altogether to bee extinguiſhed, and after chat 
they fall into ſuch deſpiſing ok God and hig 
woꝛd, that they are much worſe.the cher which 
Set Neuer knewe God. 0 
* — Wherefoze wee mult cake heede » ofchix | 
ſameſubcill{Sathan)who can ſo well tranf- 
— Sa- fourme him ſelke into an angell of light , to 
make the truth of God to ſerue our affections, 
ior s and to change it into a Ipeanvblaſpheraptwhe 
2. Sathan knowech that there is any fears ot 
God, and any knowledge of truch in vs; and 
d we do any thing reuerẽce p holy ſcripeurts, 
at. 4. he armeth him ſelfetofight againſt vs bychk, 
and hee alleadgeth them to vs, as her ate 
Luke. Chuilt Jeſus when he tempted him. 105 
This Sachan is very dangerous; who ta- 
kech the ſtaffe of the wowof God, to beate v 
wichall, wherewich he ought'to beaten : and 
chere with he giuech vs dangerous woundes. 
The lirſt is, chat he moouech vs to blaſpheme 
God, The ſecond is, (which is made wodꝛſe) 
that he maketh vs to beleeue and thinks that 
it is not wickedly done, but that it is lawfulfor 
vs to doe ſo, at the leaſt, it is a ſmall ſinne and 


N we can commit; ** 
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and plealant to the fleſhe, and that it loueth ſuch 


for the children of God, 


iamo'e. tothe entenc we ſhould: not periſh as 
one in our errours , hee pʒicketh vs fozward, 


 _ to entiſe others to doe the like. And ta che end 


de may bee mote couert and leſſe knowen, to 
giue a better cloke to theſe reaſons; he Japech 
fraightbefoze vs Maaman the Sirian, oz Mi⸗ 
codemus,02 Sa int Paule, which applyeth hun 
ſelfe to all, and who made himſelfe a Jewe a⸗ 
mongeſt Jewes, c a gentyle amigſt gentyles; 2* 
I doubt not but theſe-reaſons ſeeme fap1e | 


. Cor. 


Seth, 


Pꝛoctozs 


pꝛoctoꝛs and aduocates which will ſo ercuſeck and ann. 
iuſtiſie it:but it muſt take heede that they vie cates ofthe. 


her not as aduocates and pꝛoctoꝛs, thoſe aue 
without conſcience and without the keare k 
God, and which haue no other God but Golde 
and ſtluer:and haue no regard, ſo they haue mo 
nep: ſuch pꝛoctoꝛs and aduocates will make 
the beleeue. whole cauſe they delend chat their 
matter is good, although it be the woꝛſt e fal⸗ 
ſeſt that may be: foꝛ euery ma ealily beleeueth 
p which he delireth. x that which plealeth hint. 
e he hach allectiõ vnto:æ ther foꝛe M. aduocate 


fleche. 


knowing þ affection of man abulethbimtahis 


P2ofit E-gaine,# to the hurt of the poꝛe conten⸗ 
derꝛfoꝛ ifhe would tell him at the firſi;hbe had 
an euil caule, hec woulde tape from pleading, 
if Mob: were wile ,. and moulde purine that 
Ea. B2 — 
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caule no mote, but would doe that which were 
tight and realon, and ſo the aduocate ſhoulde 
gain nothing: ; ꝛ ikhe were an obffinate perſa, | 
and affectioned aboue meaſure to his cauſe c 
agaiuſt his partie, he woulde be vexed and an⸗ 
grie againſt his aduocate, and woulve iudge 
him ignozant and ſcant cunning in his arte fo2 
telling him trueth: And cherfoze would goe 
ſeeke another mozeto his liking; foz it is the 
nature ot man to iudge all thinges accoꝛding 
to his affection and fo his aduantage. If thou 
ſptake to his fanſie thou ſhalt be the learnedſt 
man in che woꝛld: but it chou bee contrarye to 
his opinion, thou ſhalt be but a beaſt, and haſte 
loſt immediatly all thy learning: and theretoꝛe 
our fleſh will haue advocates to defend their 
taule well, and to allowe what ſhee deſireth: & 
ſeeing it hath ſuch a deſire, ſhee ſhall no moꝛe 
facke ſuch fellowes as bee deſireth , then- the 
fame pꝛoctoꝛs which take pleaſure in conten⸗ 
tion, ſpending their money, looſing their time, 
and conſuming their bodies and ſoules mltrife 
and debate, 

Sen. But what pꝛolit ſhall they haue to call a: 
way and deſtroy them ſelues: fox the ſentence 
chall not be giuen by the aduocate and pꝛoctoꝛ, 
noꝛ accowing to their deſire, but by the. _ 
and io ſuch ag ſhall 1885 him: and when M. Ads 

uorate 


| forthe children of God. - | 
notate ſhall ſee chat the cauſe of his Client ga⸗ 
ech etull, whome he hath alwayes kept in goed 
hope till the laſt caſt, he will ſhake hun ol well 
enough and leaue hun in the myꝛe wheres 
in he hath plunged him:foz he hach hig?recknbe 
ning, he hath fiſhed in a troubled water he hath 
plac ken the bird, he hach the feathers e cheat 
and tareth no moze foꝛ che cauſe: and therefvze 
let vs take good heede that we delight nit in 
ſuch delenders aud avuocates: fox there maye 
be enough found, which to pleafe vs antrbee in 
dur faudur, and well accuunted ol; will ſtatter 
vg, aud cell vs pleaſant chinges: wee pꝛooue it 
truẽ in many bellies;whiche haue founde uche 
taſt in che Kitchin ol Egypt; that they thmüie 
them felues vtterly lot, lo ſoone as che haue 
Lolt the light ofthe ſnioke. But when:weHall 
appearebefoze the iußgement of Go che vil⸗ 
putation ſhal not there be decived,noxthecauſe 
chere iudged by theirxeafons,nozacrowiug to 
thetr ſentence, but by che iuſt N ror Sh 
'whichts alwayes intruth⸗ 
And therefoꝛe let vs count them — Ses, 
which lpeake ſimply and rdundly vnte bs ac- Let vs fte 
todding tu the truth vf Son. chenthoſewhiche — 
Aatter and ſeduce va to pleaſetw;onvkeepe fle. 
Wemſelues mo2 at this aim tnurt 
"anvil thele laſt appealin. ſenconres Halt not 
N 23 chere 
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chere be weyed in the ballance of carnal ſenſe; 
e humane reaſon, but in the ballance of Gods 
woe, which hall not be vnderſtoode, accoꝛ⸗ 
ng to our fantaſie, but accoꝛding to the will 
afthe ſpirit of God: chen both Clients and 
adudrates ſhall find them ſelues as much aſto⸗ 
nied the one as the other: and the one ſhall not 
eale chen the caſe of che other, foz chey both 
ſhalbe ſufficiently troubled eche one wich his 
dune tauſe, the plaintife ſhall not there be an 
Ay in danger as in the caurtes and iudgements 
of men but if he be condemned the pꝛootoꝛ and 
aduocates ſhalbe ſubiertto the ſame candem⸗ 
nation with him, ard mae greeuoug; foz it che 
*bearer be condemned berauſe hee hach taken 
ꝓleaſure to heare and fallome cuill councel, 
much mone grieusullp ſhil the councelldur be 
puniſhed, whn hath had moꝛe regard to fatiffie 
his cnitetouſnes , affectid of a porn? inoʒãt 
fouls;then:the woꝛd or God: far her hath ſecled 
him and conſirmed him in errour, whomeßhee 
ought to haue td}awen fro errour 8 to haue 
led him into a better way by his good councel. 
hy doe not theſe. councellours ag well 
alleamqo other plates dfhdip ſrripture, whiche 
be repugnant tothe afectidof man, as they. 
leadge choſswherely they ſeeke ta pleaſe x: 
. it is 9 tranell . 


bk i. 4 


forthe children of God. 


o linde cloking to our fleſh, to arme it againtt 


truth to furniſh ic with armour, and to put the 


— d into her hand to fight againſt it: foꝛ ſe 


t tos running by nature to x bold & haſty 
—— owne ſaluation, and to ad⸗ 
uante her owne deſtructiõ: wherfoze ſhee hath 
hereittirione neede ofa bidle then a ſpurre; 


atan, that endeuoureth himſelfe ſo ect. 


mchte embolven the fleſhe,to defile ic ſelfe in 
Fvolacttoandſuperſtictort ,is not very haſtye 
to alleavge vnto it, Abzaham and all the Þaz 
eriavkes and Pʒzophets, who in what place ſo 
tuer they be found, although they haue beene 
couerſant oftentimes among the Pagans and 
Idolaters, vet were they neuer partakers of 
cheir Jdolatrie, but allo made publike conkel⸗ 
ſian of their religion, and of the true GOD 


whom chey ſerued. Satan and his aduocates 


p ſerue him will knom nothing ok all that, they 
paſſettoner lightly withour making any men⸗ 


tion cherot:they haue no care to rehearſe. the 


examples of the fayth and conſtancie of che 
Wehzeme childzen, z of Daniell: whereof the 
one did chooſe rather to be caſt into che fanace 


of Nabuchatnazar, the a wonlhip higimage E Par. t. 


to do honour & reuerente to his Idole of gold. 
The ocher deſired rather to be caſt into the den 


G9 725 of p ons then to remaine onelptinee Dan. r. 4 


dapes 
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* dayes without pꝛaying to God; andwithout 

Erxdayles ot making open confeſſion of him, They can allo 

the = welldeſſemble the example ofthe Apoſtles # 

martirs, Martyꝛs, and of ſo many of the good faithful, 
whiche haue better liked to endure che moſte 
grieuous toꝛments that Tyzants coulde ima⸗ 
gine, then onely to doe reuerence to an image. 
oꝛ put a lictle inſenſe vpon the firebefoze an 
Idole:iftheyhadknowne how, oz would haue 
deſſembled and halted on both feete, and daue 
ſerued God and Baal, they had neuer ſullred gs 
ny thing foꝛ Chꝛiſt Jeſus, their blood had not 
beene ſhed fo2 the teſtimonie of the trueth, and 
— nen of Jeſus Chiilt had had no Pare 


Seft. _ [maruell what newe chiltianicie ſuch! men 
will bꝛing vs. and to what ende they thinke Je⸗ 

At. 10. ſug Chꝛitt hath ſayde: who ſo denyeth mee be⸗ 
Mar. J. fe men, I will denie him befoze my father 
his angels. IA ho ſo is aſhamed at me and my 

woꝛdes in this adulterous and ſinfull genera⸗ 
tion, I wil be aſhamed of him beloꝛe my father 
which ia in heauen, and befoze his holy angels, 
Heß is not afraid to leeſe his ſoule,p is to ſay, 
his life fo2 my ſake ſhall finde it: hee that ron- 
Alis. 1c feſſeth me befoze men, J will conkeſſe and atc⸗ 


705. 12. . CP Nr — 


dee 


— 


— N 
8 — — 2 9 2 ” . — — : : 
ge REDS. FFP DEE 
* " : 0 — 4 > 9 1 N 7 * 4 7 =>, . 8 
"3 n * N A "2H 1 Lo IP * 7 
. 7 2 4 4 1 "i. "i Ni . 1 
State * > AR q n d : Y OO g * : y - 
+ 
_ , 


— * 
— a is ath 


1 
5 


ma OP os TY s 


for the children of Sd. 
- "Wleeſee plainelp by theſe woes, that Je; Seck. F 

a Chaiff is not contented with a vayne and The — 

dead faith, that mã imagineth himſelf tohaue⸗ n 

but requireth a true and liuely fayth , whiche | 

muſt be ſo rooted in the heart that it muſt bꝛing 

foꝛch her baughes and fruits outward, & what 

are theſe pꝛincipall fruites, but that wee make 

profeſſion of Jeſus Chꝛiſt as well in woꝛdes Thefruits 

as-wozkestbut what elle requireth the Lowe of wig. 

of v but onely this ſacrifice of-yjayſe; whem 

the Pꝛophets do pꝛopheſie ofthe churchof sur 

Low Jeſus Chiſt, what difference ſet they bez 

tweene it and ocher religiong; and between 

her ſacrifice and thoſe of the Smagegue 

what is thepzincipall point whereby.ſhee man 

be knowne und ſeparated from others, but che 

ſacr iſtee tif pxanſe whereby J vnderſtand here | 

all that thefaychfulſaythox both isfop glos 

and pꝛaiſe ut God: foxalthoughthat maier bee 

ſometimes called eſpecially by that name pet 

the ſigniſtcation thereofſtretchech farther, and = * 

compꝛehendeth other things that apperteine 

to the diuine ſeruice : fo? the faythkull man 

doth not his workes whatſoener thepbe, to be 

iuſtiſied by chem oz to merit by meanes ot 12 1 

the kingnume ol heauen, foꝛ it is alrtady merten 

tes c purchaſed fo) him, not hy hin merit but 

Fr e r wenka 

pozaten 


is 


F CACHED ATI Lt rr 


P 


E An Epillle neceffary-* 

- - ponafed into the Thrrch ol Jelſus Chil; hee 

was tuffifted by fapth in him: foꝛ he was made 

vnto vs of God, Juſtice, TMiſedome, Sanctili⸗ 
cation, and redemptton, the pꝛincipall end:thẽ | 
ol the wozkes of the faptchful is to pꝛayle Gov; 
and to giue him land and thankes fox all his bei 
nettes, after the example ol Angels, tu whom 
by Jelus Chyitt hee is aſlactated ann econiop⸗ 
ned — ceaſe to pꝛayſe Gov. in all 
thinges: And pee dos they it not to merit Jas 
radiſe cherby; whtoofthey haue alreadie þfrits 
itiõ:but becauſe Gad is their ſontraigne good 
nelle, cx allo mans and chat chey are created ta 
that end, as we ark: aud there ms when Jelſus 
Chuſt exbozteth his diſciples tu guad wozks; 
and to maketheit light ſhyne by them beloꝛe 
men, he ſaych not to che end chat by them vou 
Mat. 5. map be iuſtiſied, oꝝ merit Naradiſen but to che 
end that men may ſee them and Woonttie youp 

father which is in hemten. 

5-2, © Deeing thẽ its the propertie okthe church 
The wozk to offer bnceſſantly td God this ſacrifice of 
pf p church. pꝛayſe, how catiſh2e without chat, be the church 

ol Jeſits Chuſt : Wherefozehach the Apoſtle 
£0.19. ſayd, if hau conteſle the Lozd with thy: mouth; 
rener andbeleene in thy heart that God hach rayſte 
che dead thou ſhalt be ſuuedꝛ la; man 

ech in che heart to iuſtiſication; and gon: 
arch mouth to laluation, Pe requirer 
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vel in the herrtzthattheditell ſhauld be i 


king ob p tongus ſayth. h out ofong {pzi 
not come E bitter water, vet 
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for the children of Sod, 1 
fayth aboue all thinges, without the which all Ro. 2. 
is but hypocriſie, ſinne, and abhomination: but eb. 7, 
Yerequirety alſo confellion of the mouth, and 
the outwarde teſtimonie of this in ward fayth; 
to ſerue to the gloʒy of God, and the ediſication 
ot our neighbour:we ſee how hee ioyneth the 
confeſſion ot᷑ mouth with fayth in hearte; be⸗ 
cauſe theyarethinges inleparable, as the ſoule 
and life, che fire and his bꝛightnes, the Sonne 
and his light the body and his ſhadowe: fo? 3. 
faych be in heart, chere is no doubt, hut that Je⸗ 
ſus Chziſt dwellech there by fapth : as Saint -- Fob. » 
Paule wicneſſeth. Af Jeſus Chyiſte-dwellech 7+" 
chere. he is not chen without his holy Spirit. 
But foꝛ this eauſe are wee called the comple orf „ 
God, becauſe Sud by his holy ſpirit dwelleth 
in vs. Andtherſyꝛe the Apoſile Nyth agame. 
he which hath not the ſpirit of Ciſt, is not of 


Cb itt and cannot be acounten to a Chiltian, Hr. 6. I 


SOreing it is chus hame is it poſſible it Gap Seti. 


Rom, F. 


tongue in mouth, in A hands in the other 
mẽberg, which all take lite frã the heart, & are Lars. 
ul guided F gouerned therky: Sz James ies 


7 K 
make vs beleeue the contrary, to che end that | 
hat mape _— +Whiche is 
: ſayde in the lane placez out of one mouth 
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An Epiſtle neteffary.. 


pꝛoceedech bleſſing and curling, by the tongue 
we bleſſe God the father, and by the ſame wee 
curſe men, which are made to the Image of 
God. But that which wont is, mee deny and 
blaſpheme him, with the tongue and mouth, 
which he gaue vs to gloꝛiſie and confeſle him: 
and we make of our members which ſhould be 
the weapons ol Juſtice and holyneſſe, the wea⸗ 
pong of vnrightrouſnes and intgultie . Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt ſaych that out of the abündante of the 
alu a hearte, the mouth ſpeaketh; Am that che good 
man out of the good treaſure vk his heart, vtte⸗ 
reth good thiuges, and the wicked man vtte⸗ 
reth etullthinges . Uher kode by che ſame ren 
Mat. 12. ſong Jeſus Chiilt conuinceth the Stribes and 

Phariſees of che malice peruerſenes ok their 
hearts, e by their own woꝛdg, fayiug thou ſhalt 
be iultified,(thatisto lüb el be fuche 
As thou — — Cotte 
- demned 02 tteb voi ts, 
Fm tfthep-hivhavJelus Chi th their harcs, 
they had not har Bel zebub intheit mouchs! for 
- © ag Saint Baule wieneſſeth Ro nau ran ſap 
the Lowe Jefis dat by the o Gov; ito 
2. Cor. 12. man heakingby ce bolr tan tall 'Je- 
Sect, Bis recrable no; ſpeake etl oh An 

N * eh him. ; 1.464 93 T3ig8 if qo 


 rntherelohe bps flbcontlſſn uf we 
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kvozd of God ig lo vehemira fre, wherby faith 
Ee 1 


fox tie children of God, 
3frixht be counted Chꝛiſtians befoze God, E 
befo2e his elect and his Church, it is neceſſary 
to lay this foundation: that as it is requiſite ta 
haue a true faith planted in heart to be incoꝛpo⸗ 
rated in him and his Churche, ſo muſt we con⸗ 
keſſe him, ocherwile what elſe is our fayth, but 
a dꝛeame, a kantaſie, c a-fooliſh imagination of 
our owne bꝛaine : but the faith of a chʒiſtian, is 
not onely as a ſpeculatiue knowledge with⸗ 
nut fallingto actiõ, x putting nothing to effects 
fo it can be in no place wout ſhewing itſelf, it 
farech ſo wich it; as Jeremie witnelleth that he 
hach pꝛooued it in the wow of God, whiche he 
willingly ſometimes haue kept in "ſeeing (as 
feemeth tohim)thac it pꝛoſited not much, when 
he vttered it, but that it was had m ſcome, and 
he let him ſelle in diſpleaſure and danger of 
death amongtt che wicked, which were harde⸗ 
ned moꝛe and moꝛe:theretoꝛe he ſaid., J w will 


make no moze mention of the Lowd and will Tievernn 
ſpeake no moꝛe in his name. Then his wooꝛde of ode 
was in my hearte as a burning fire, hut vp in ot lach. 


my bones, and Jfapled', and was weery with 


 fozbearing that I could ſap. no mote. He can 


not reſiſt the ſpirit of Gov,foz the zeale that he 


hach to the gloꝛy of God nflameth him ſo, that 
he cannot hold his peace. Seeing then chat the 
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| An Epiſtlenece ay 
is enflames.how is it poſſible, but p flãe, light; 
and heat, oꝛ at the leaſt ſome little ſmoke: will 
ſhew foꝛth? for when as fayth is almoſt wholy 
extinguiſhed, x yet there remainech ſome little 
ſpark is it not poſlible but p it wil caſt ſome lit⸗ 
tle ſmoke, as 5 5 flaxe c bꝛãds c yet ſmoke, whi⸗ 
leſt there is yet a little fire,o2 hath been lately. 


Set, I ſay not this to fauour and ſtir vp moꝛe a 


ſoꝛt of raſhe and rag ing ſpirits, which without 
any wit oz diſcretion will counterfetc to be ʒe⸗ 
tons pꝛofeſſours ot che Goſpel, and will fpeake 
uf all matters, and crie out againſt Idols wich⸗ 
out meaſure;and without ſeeking occaſions & 
conſidering circumſtances, which ſeeme ta e⸗ 
dification, but ſerue only to trouble the weake, 
and to put chem in danger which truely feare 
God: and to couloꝛ their fury and madnes,they 
alleadge the zeale ofß Pꝛophets & Apoſtles, æ 
the feruentnes of the ſpirit, which they cannot 
keepe in: wherein they declare themſclues ras 
ther to relemble that gloꝛious Elihu the Bite 
zite, who was one of the comkoꝛzters oz rather 
diſcomfoꝛters of Job, then to Hieremy Anato⸗ 
thite,fo2 they vſe che ſame talke, & ſay as hes 
dach. Jam full of woꝛdes, and the ſpirit with⸗ 
in me, conſtraineth me. Behold my ſtomack is 
46 the wine, which hath no vent. and is as newe 
beſſels, ö bꝛeake. wil ſpeake therfoze e breath 
dn are like to newe wines, w haue 

ng 


= IZT — — eee GE NS 


— 
* 


for cke children-of God, 


not pet wydught, & tãnot be cõteyned within 


vellels ut it breakech the oꝛ els muſt haue ver. 


But as che ſpirite of Gov cannot be Adle in 5,9, 


Mans heart; ſo doth it not enfoꝛce man beyonde 
rhe bondes of Chꝛiſtian modeſtie : he aloweth 
not the ʒeale without ſpirituall knowledge # 
wiſdome: therfoze che Apoltle ſaich, the ſpirits 


ofthe prophets aro ſutiert to p pꝛophecs, as he Ke To- 


himſelfe hath ſhewed it by experience, for al- 


though he were extellẽt in all che gittes ol god / 
aboue others, neuertheleſſe he alwayes ſubmit A 9.13. 
ted him ſelke to the itudgement ok ÿ church ann 9.27. 
neuer velpilen che coũcell of his bꝛethꝛẽ, as it Act. 7. 


appearech in which was done ind church ol 
Damas, Antioche, Mieruſalem, x Epheſus e 
when he was in þtown:of Athẽs tarying fox 
Silas & Timotheus, his ſpirit was ſtirred vp 
in himlelt, leeing the town ſo much giuẽ to ido 
latry:wherfdꝛe he dilputed inp aſſembly with 
5 Jewes, and wich thole that feared God, x eue⸗ 
ry day in the marked & publike places, w thole 
w by chante came vnto him: but hee cried not 
out in the ſtreetes like a mad man:he cried not 
againſt che Idols without reaſon, he ran not ina 
to the temples to bꝛeake beate chem downe: 
allo he went not to doe reuerẽce vnto them, # 
was wary enough to giue any ſigne either in 


deede oꝛ mooꝛde whereby any moughe tudge 
-that hee hadde them in honoure oz anxe 
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| eftimation:hemavens — 
che temples, and to behold their Altars and . 
dolesz but he wẽt not thither with þ Adolaters, 
when they made cheir ſacriices tu pleaſe them. 
and foꝛ feate of offending the Athenians: but 
contrariwiſe, he went thicher to finde occaſion : 
to dame them from their Fdolacrie and ſuper⸗ 
ſtition, which he condemned by his publike te⸗ 
ſtimonie, but not without great reaſon any 
% Gyiltian wiſdome aud mme. 18 
Do then as cannot allowe theſe enuious, | 
— — offenſiue perſons:ſo wil I nat con 
* demne all thoſe which ſhewe not the like zeale 
* Saint Paule did: fo Jknowe; where ane 
may finde ſuch:but J ſpeakeeſpecially againif 
„ fſhol uwiſe ſpirits which feare ſo — to fall 
21 into any danger, foꝛ che name ol Jeſus Chit, | 
1 that they gouerne themlelues lo warily, that 
£ they ſuffer not to paſſe from chẽ any Uttle ſha- 
Dow of ſmoke,whereby one may iudge y there 
ts cre only ſparke of faich in their hearts, 


— fothey feare ſo much, chat any ſhoulde knowe 
8 chat ere is any fire ofthe Goſpel in them that 
Pc 


cheptndeuourby al meanes to put it out; and 

| mmerne themſelues m ſuch ſo2t, that none of 

gad iudgement can account honocher chen 
02 enemies ot᷑ Jeſus Chꝛiſt. 
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forthe childrewbfGod, | 


uhers.Comeontof. ren 
| A, 
| 7 — won Hen a 
but eouchnovncleane thing. ge put ache wedelt 

n } - df her, beyecleane;yechat beare the beeilt 

dhe d ſlye out from the middeſt oß Babylon, Jer. 3: 

- anddeliner euery man his ſoule. Thinke wee 
thaceheſe exhozcationsare in vayne, and that 
the holy Ghoſt biddech ſo often to gar am with 
out cauſe: Wet vs conſider what eme he 
blech and if any thinke that ſuch :exhorcations 
pertatne not to vs, et him hearkẽ tochat which 
che poly Apoſtle ſaych . aſter be. — 
tweene the faychfiull andthe; — — 
. foze-departefromthemiddeſt of them, andle⸗ 
parate your ſelues from chem, ſaich the Low, 
aud tauch not any defilen thing, and L zngbye« 
tceaue yoit,and be your father, an you Unifbe 
m ſonnes and daughters Seeing chen we 
haue exmꝛeſſe commandement ta g on 
Babylon; and ta ſeparate aur rat 
Jaſidels, epther, — reite that 


him, we cannac reſi he er 
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Aged and ſeparation this oughtrs | 
be, and then to put it in execution. 
Seck. Ve may gos out from Babylon; nd lepa⸗ 
ate our ſelues from Anſidels, thee mauer ol | 
wayes. The lirſt is iu bodie onely, hatiivgthe 
| heart iopuen wich them The leconm is in 
dtielp, hauing the body ioyned with t 
third is; hautug che body and ſpiritborhta- | 
- gether; This lall veparcure and ſepatacidn'ts 
che furettxfo2 it is very hard, and almuſt vnpol⸗ 
wle tu lineamõgitche Babyloniaus c Egyp⸗ 
tim wichous being deflled weheir abommati⸗ 
Ins oꝛ put dur ſelues in danger ot their wa: 
„Arie bety bard ta Y ſleſh ro put it ſelf in nager 
the wem fen conkelllonot 5ᷣ truth, ip virtue 
-off nir or Sonchauge it not- vnlelld it dne 
Auch violẽre to it ſelt to toꝛget x foʒlake it ul, 
which cannot bee without a ſingular gift. of 
an. n the other ſide,coparticipate and ton⸗ 
— — — — and to 
are things too farre contrary, and 
dich cannot agrees together: vihereloꝛe the 
Lom hath not wichont cauſe wichdzawen his 
——ůů trum Babylon, x foꝛbid · 
-. denghacthep ſhould make any aliance, neicher 
rriage, no any ocher kinde of wax, with 
gans + Jdolacers;which were their neigh- 
owing it is very hard co touch — 1 
— | wi 


(* 


TS 


for the children of God. 


wichout being defiled therwith, and en he tan · Bag 
verſant amõg chomes woutbeing;piicked... - 

- But Fkuow well chat the fleſh can-xeplys Sett; 
againſsthis! councel;Firlt chatmany canotgs 
aut thoughy they would: Then there;isfearsof 

looſing thew earthly goodes, and delighees e 
pleaſures ot the would, which mult bes foꝛſa⸗ 
ken and the loue, ſtudie, and care ot houl⸗ 
boldes and families which are committed to 
dur charge: I am not ignozant-what tempta · 
kion this may be: And therſoze J would not cõʒ. 
train al thoſe which haue knomledg ar p truth. 
ts go frõ their lands & countries to cary them 
ſelues into places, where it is lawful to ſexue 
God in libertie of the ſpirit, oz condtne che al⸗ 
together, x caſt thẽ olf as vnwoꝛthp to be dilci⸗ 
ples of Jelus Chpiſt, x ta be coſtted foꝛ bzechye, 
and chziſtians, if they did it not: to; J knowe 
wellthe departure would be very hard ta mas 
ny, e chat it were tmpoſſible.inchistime to find 
a cuũttꝝ ot libertie which were ableco.receiue 
ſo grrat a nũber or people as God hath ſhewed 
mercy to, Ewherin there were earthly goods 
ſufictẽt to nourilh & entertain thẽ, ifgod ol his 
grace would not cauſe mãna to raine down as Eo. 16, 
he did in » delert: pet il it ſhal pleaſe þLowdeo 
Far ſuch ſrẽgth to thole whõ he hath vilited by 

is Fraee.ta depart amũgſt 1 | 


their above there, where chere is no conltraine 


Sedt. 
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to commit idolatrie, there is no countrie ſo 
ſtrait noꝛ ſo ſcarcely victualed no? vet ſo euil 
Poitidevofwoxlvlp goods, which he cannot en · 
large and make able to receme all thoſe, which 
wil tome chicher, and furnich them with whats 
ſoetier isnoceſſary forthem. 
-Hecoulde as eaſily findemeanes 16d this 
as he did to giue ſo commodious an habitation, 
and ſo apt a ladging, aud place to Noah and al 


Noahs his familie, and to all the beaffs which enteres 


ark, 


in with him into his Arke, within ſo weake n 
vellell, and which accowing to mans reaſon, 
was nothing able ro receaue ſo many ereaturs 
with victuals neceſſary foꝛthẽ. c Aho made the 
Arke ſv well able te receaue, ſo fable, and ſo 
ſtrong ? who made the victuals which were 
therein, to encreaſe and multiply, but onely 


falth at then we ſhut our eyes as Noah did, to 


followtheLow; we ſhall alway finde the arke 
farixe enough, and ſufficiently pꝛouided The 
Lom whom we ſeeke and are willing to ſerue, 
bath ſufficiently declared vnts vs ſince the cre» 
ation of the woꝛld, what care he had ouer vs,e- 
ren topzouide fox vs in all our neceſſities: Fox 
ehad createdmi,he peparedhis lodge 
tor fo: him thꝛoughly garniſhed, not onely fox 
things which were r fo: * for al 

inges 


for the children of God, 

thinges that he could deſire, to the ende that 
nothing might be wanting to him, wherby he 
might take his ful pleaſure vpon earth, where- 
in he would place him. Then if this good God 
hath ſo prepared this lodging ſoꝛ anan befoꝛe 
he placed him in the woꝛzld, and would not cre⸗ 
are him vntill he had firff created che heauen 
and earth, che Sea; and all thinges contayned 
therein, to ſerue him: Thinke wethat he hath 
not now as great care ouer vs, as he had then, 
and that he cannot as well pꝛepare vs dwel⸗ 

ling places,whersfocuer it plealeth him to df» 
rect vs, when it pleaſetch him to dzawe vs out — 
a captiuitie, and furniſh them with all 
neceſlary foꝛ vg: Tho pꝛouided fo2 the l. 
Nen ol Jſrael;whenthep went out of E 2 
Who made them tnherf02s ok che land o their 
enemies: 


e conmorenrchs wort ie a toun - Sect. 


trie moꝛe barrt᷑ chẽ the deſert of the Alraelites, 
after they departed out of the fruitefull land of 
Egypt: but it many of the Jraelites, being al- 

readie-acquameed with the Babylonians, liked 
rather to tary in Babylon, yea, after they hav 
leaueto returnemto their ownecountrey, the 
to leaue their poſſeſſions and deliechtes þ they 

iernlalem; ham m 
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this day umnongeſt vs: And therefoꝛe J knowie 
A ſpould pꝛolit nothing to exhoꝛt al to got out. 
Mozeouer it were to mall purpole to leya 
rate dur ſelues coꝛpoally from Idolatrie c 
to withdꝛaw our bodies from Egypt, if with⸗ 
all we wichdꝛaw not the heart and minde, res 
nouncing the mauers & faſhions of the Egyp⸗ 
tians:fo) it is all one in what loyle ſoruer we 
be, if we cůry the leauen of Egypt wich vs loꝛ 
it were much better to bea ue Iſraelite, & 


to woꝛſhip God purely in che land of E; 
then to be an Egyptian and Avolater in 
deſert, or in che land ol Chan ann, and chere to 


worſhip the golden calues and to take chought 
'fo2 the leekes, the onions che fleſhe, che liſhe, c 
the pottes of Egypt, it were better to call vp⸗ 
on the name of God in Egypt, and patiently 
to abide the tyꝛannie of Pharaoh, then to be 
From thente and murmure againſt God, and 
blaſpheme him; as theſe old Idolaters, Ilru⸗ 
lites by namtz and Egyptiaus in deede, hauing 
the body without, and the hearte in Egypt: as 

at chis day it falleth out in manxe . Me haue 
- knowne ſome that haue boͤdiy gone out uf 
Egypt as che monkes gor aut of che worde, 
They fo:faksthe landes the countries cht 
townes and che peopleof cht woꝛlee andof ck 
2 nenher . 


Egypt, but cary it alwayes with them. They 


doe in deede put off their garmentes, and ite 


on other: But they put not off their monkerx 
and the old man, to put on che new man. They 
cannot change their old Egyptian, and Ggyp⸗ 
tlanſkinne:They cannot foꝛget Sodome and 
Gomozrhe;no2 put the hande to che Plough; 
without looking backe as Lots wiſe did⸗ 

Manye of chele are not counted to re⸗ 


wr 


dꝛaw others backe ether and ta keepe- them 
chere ſkill, as the Wes ;/ whiche wer? len to 
ſpp out the land of Chanaan: weare not igno⸗ 
rant ol the repoꝛtes which lome make ofedun⸗ 
tries here about, wee deny not but there are 
great faultes and great imperfections in ma 
ny, which boaſt themlelues ok the Goſpellt but 


turne into Egypt, but doe their endeuouy-ts Ser. 


wewoulve alſo that theſe delicate Iftadlites © 


did vnderſtãd, that in going out of Egypt they 
mutt palſe the Sea, and though the delert, be» 
lobe they dome to the land ok Thanaan : and p 


fleſhe ſhall not fade there all that it deſirech. 


It mulk firſt beare æ ſuller muche, enter inta 
great vangerssthele delicate chꝛiſtiãs ought:ts 
think p chey gos krom amaug men, to lug 
mongſt other men, x not among angela: toy if 
we will ünde out angels and liue among 
we muſt ot leek chem in:Paraviſe, and not in 
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An Epiſile neceſſaris 
this comuptible earth. 1 2 
Pet what vice o2amperfectionſoeuer therede h 
inthem, which be gane out of Egypt, c are in 
a conntrep of lchertie, pet this good they haue 
mozeouer and beſides; which is not ſmall : that 
it is .lawfull foz all them to whome GOD 
th ginen ſuch grace) to be good men, which 

ey may be withaut danger ol their like, which 

is not lawfuli euery where : foꝛ the greateſt 
faulce that is at this ax in the would, and the 
greateſivauger is to he aggod man, aud to be 
} g to liue in che fen of God: ifcherebe- 
Egyptians winglen among the Ilraelites, vea 
though v number be great, yet is it no ſmal be- 
velit ot God to haue lihertie to heare his woꝛd, 
— — to the lame with- 
-; Where A iudge it moſt ſafetie fo em, 

” — petinEgypt,co go out frb thece al- 
together both coꝛpoꝛally and ſpiritually if it 
pAlble,+fchey haue any good oppoztunity to 
doe {o:buc J aduiſechem not to departe thence 
in hodyꝛit che heart renaunce not the lane al⸗ 
together, it were better the bodye ſhoulde re⸗ 
maine thers cogether with the heart, then to 
— —— are come to theſe 
tes, and begunne to murmune, 
whey en they 3 (not water - 


2 3 
— L P 


for the children of God. 


the Iſraelices-in che delert:) But Palmeſey,; 
don qpoctys, Quailes, Partriges, a couered 
table:chere come many which giue vs great 
Ehoxrible offences, commit execrable villa= 


nies vnwoꝛthie not only fo Chiſtians, but fox 


Turkes and Paganes: and then they coms 


plaine ofthe hardnes andbarbarouſnes ofchs 
people, which they haue found here, and flaw 
der the land wherein God is gloꝛiſied. It chen 
haue toundche people hard e ſtiſfnecken then 
haue made themwozſevuca vs, and moe ob⸗ 
ſtinate by cheir and then to erculeth; 
ſelues they lay the burden on others. 


Ip not this that J waulde — the Seck. 5 


ingratitude, and barbarouſnes amongeſt vs 


which doth greatly diſpleale me. A wil not des 


nie, but that chere is little feare of God fach 
charity, and amendment or life in many, which 
giuech cauſe ot offence euen to the belt ſoztes 
that which A ſayd, J ſay to this ende that thoſe 
which are meli minded ſhould not lighely be⸗ 
leeue all euill repoꝛtes, aud ſhaulde not refuſe 
chꝛough them to goeout of Egyyt . it G O 
graunt chem oppoztunitie: and let them not 
caſt their eye vnon 


chem, loꝛthey haue noere⸗ 
keiuenche Balpel lor cheir lakes, but that they 


ſhould haue a regard to Jeſus Chiiſt whoms: 
they ſerue, who wil not offen them, il * 


. Hr; MHA eb tees wee 


Set. 


An Epiſtle neceſſarg 
his diſciples:fozeuen as the good cannot alto 
gether eſchewe che euill, but chat they hall 
finde ofthem in euerye place; i chey departe 
not out of the woꝛld: euen {a thols which haut 
the feare of God tannot be there wohere Chyſt 
is pureiy pꝛeached but they ſhall ſinde/ their 
lilte, at the leaſt, the wicked that be chergcannog 
hyuder chem from beeing good and leruing 
or Sod if they haue a deſire thereto:ꝛ which they 
tannot be fuffered to doe there, where it is he⸗ 
reſte and a greater offeuce, then murther to 
canfelſe Jeſus Chꝛiſt, as it men a good 
Chdiſttan. ua 
Nlberefoe A chrnke as I baue alreadie 
Capd;chat this departure aut of Babylon, whieß 
ia done both in body and ſoule, is the moſt ſure 
and happy. Foy it is na ſinal good to be cãuer⸗ 
fant with the faithfull: at their publike pꝛay⸗ 
ers aud pꝛeaching of the woꝛde ol God and at 
the partaking af che Sacraments zus wee 
may eaſily knowe by the great de ſird that Dax 
uld had ta ſee che arke ol the Lowe e to pzaiſe 
him in his holy hill, and his tabernacle, with 
hig choſen people. UWlhy doech he lament ſo 
nich foxthe tabernacles of the Lowe ? ea; 
whydoethhe crne with ſo great affectiun :D 
eee are — tabernacles z what 
S Ke. A bs bs Joue 
ks 


for the children or God. 


phet, he was not conſtrained to commit Wola⸗ 
trie: what griete luſteyneth he, when as he is 


d by his enemies and is ſeparated from 


purſue 

chechurchofGod bodely: although he coulde 
not be ſeparated ſptritually: foꝛ he was better 
there being in the houſe ol Achts, then Saule 
and all his enemies, which were bodely in the 
mipddeſt of the common weale and Churche of 
Ilrael:vethowe voeth it grieue him, chat hee 
cannot pꝛayſe God in the place that hee hach 
choſen with his people? althaugh he tralen not 
to pzapſe him alwayes where he was and ing 
Pfalmes vnto him? But he was not igndant 
what fauour and gaodneſſe God ſheweth tows 
ardes his people, uhen they are allenchled in 
his name:hee ha had ſufficiently rryev;howe 
che vertue or che holy Ghoſt doetch ſhewe foꝛch 
it lelte in theſe holy aſſemblies and in this box 
dy uf Zeſus Chiilt vnited together with his 


members caꝛpoꝛaliy and ſpiritualiy, tu gloꝛi⸗ 


lie him all wich ont heart and vonce: why doe 
the pome captiues of Babylon ſo muche l 


ment Hierulalem but becauſe then feele what 


a plague it is to bee ſo oppꝛeſſed by tyzan⸗ 
nie „ that men taunot haue auve — 
dene ire . eee 


1 9; 
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laue is it that I beare to them: he was a p 
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An Epiſtlie neceſſary. 
God accoꝛding to his pollicie and oꝛdinanses 
no2 make publike confeſſion and Nolenen 


thereofas the faichfull deſire. 
But becaule it is hard forall men * be fs 


bleco come to his felicitie, to depart\wholy | 


this day aut of Egypt and Babylon both coz» 
pozallſyand ſpiritually to liue in libertie: vet 
atthe leaſt it is neceſlarie to depatt thence in 
heart and minde, if they cannot get thence in 
body: and how can this departure and ſepata⸗ 
tion be, it we keepe not our ſelues from che file 
thines and abominations of this :wolde;fo2 


chat it is the true religion, as Saint James 


witneſſech . e chat liueth amongſt the Jdola⸗ 
ters and communicatech not wich cheir Jdola⸗ 


tries and ſinnes, he is much better ſeparatey 


from chem chen he that is conuerſant wich the 
Govly,and hath his heart repleniſhed wich ſu 
perſtition and hypocriſie, foꝭ chis ſeparation is 
made by che holy Ghoſt; who ſeparatech the 
elect: and childꝛen of God rom the wicked 
and repꝛobate, and ſanttiſteth and deditatech 


— — Klow:forthis 


chitſtiagarecalled ſtncs, confeſſes 


rauſe 5 
holy vmiuerſall Church. Soetug then chat che 


Church is holy, æ — elſe but the 
ullemblie and comp 
weth neceſſartly that al che faichfull, which - 

the 


ate uf de faichfulirfbllo. 


— 
0 
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forthe children of God. 
the members whereof this body con ſiſtech aus 


chat this · cõpany aſſembled and made bee holyt 


for this cauſe we tall itaiſothecommunion of 
Saintes. And S,Paule witing to the faiths ⸗ 
full which haue receiued the Goſpefl;;he ſalts 


teth them and called them Saintes as it ap« 


peareth in all his Epiſtles:foꝛ what cauſethent 
are they called Saintes, but betauſe they are 
ſeparated from all pꝛophane vſes-, and that 
they are daawen away from the ſeruice of chs 
Dinell che wozld;E the fleſhe; a that they are 
wholy deditated, conlecrated and ſanctiſied to 
god ta ferue him only ako) þ ſeripture calleth p 
thing holy, which is fecluded from all other 
ble, and which is nothing bus to the ſeruice ol 


God and there foze the Loꝛd called his people Leni. 15. 
Ilraell, che holy people, and commanded them 7. Pet. v. 


to ſanctifie them ſelues.laping beyee holy,fop 
Jam holy * >> 25 


For this cane be hath ſepirated-any vine 514, 


ded them from all other people, and hathgiuen 
them lawes , oꝛdinãces, and keremonies, cleane | 
dnlike to all other people, to Reepe them bet 
ter in his ferutce,to this ende they mightnos- 
be deüled noꝛ polluted with e ſuper 1 
Idolatries, and abominations ofothers:whers, | 
foꝛe he hath endeuoured by e 

e Wn companie” and acquaintance 
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nau of ſtrange God: od p it might not ſeeme; 


Lag io karre is it p; God would permit it to be 
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An Epiſile ne ceſſaty 
with Idolaters, which might any way induce 
them to worſhip ſome other beſides hun ſelte, 
pz in other-ſozxtthen hee had commanded: if ic 
wers all one, c that it were no ſinne to be in 
company with Jdolaters, and to communicate 
wich chem in their ſacrifices & abominations; 
what neede was there that God ſhauld giue a 
Lawe ꝛto what purpole bath he ſo charger che 
peo ple of Iſrael with ceremonies; if it were 
Jawfull fox them to vſe al indifferently as they 
litted why vid Moſes ſtudy all chat he could, 
Geing ther eto apvointed of god) to dʒdaine chẽ 
ceremonies flat diſtonãt c contrary to al their 
neygbbours abeut chem, e althe Pagans & J- 
dolaters:It was fo: nothing els, but that wn 
Lund would foreſee by this way , þ they ſhout 
haue no acquaintance and -familjapici 
"2 thas which concerned the ſeruice of 
od,n02 any ſimilitude, wherby they might be 
induced to follom chem oꝛ obey them, with 
ben opinion of falſe Gods as the Pagans 
haue. Then to the end it honld not ſeeme they 
did like vnto them x that p, which they did to 
the hon our of their God, was dans to the ho: 


af cher by they din allow their ai 
ken the people of Iſrael to communt- 


Katt wich the blaſphemies Lacriledges , abo⸗ 
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fer them onlyeo haue any agreement with aht 


Apoſtle foꝛbindeck vs to be partakers of the 


ſelutes to their můners their wants c cũuerſa- 


na what coũt 


-mnations ——— de would nat 


in ceremonies c in their maner ol doings w 
tchẽꝛhe would noc ſuffer them to haue ſo much 
as in the outwardthinges,euen thoſe which o⸗ 
therwiſe might haue beene indifferent c lam⸗ 

: ful: why nid he tanbid this ſo ſharply, but fo che 
tauſes aboue ſayd,&#. ta keene nis people al- 
waies phecter bout wãdering frũ his ſeruice. Se; 

+, WWherfoze1f we wilbe accountep Gods pes hes tie 

pie, we muſt be holy both in hodye faule, x wit- of Sone 
nes by our woꝛds c E, we are his cht people, 
Nen, x chat ö wonks of. wicked: diſpleaſe ve, 
nat the leaſt þ wee allo we them not: foʒ whip 


wozkæot darktes cãmaudetch varacher to 
remoue cht̃, he doch ſufficienclyſhew vs; Y wer 
*cannocbe chil at of light, it we da not wholy 
renounce darknes, q; we cãnat be ſeparated 
ft Idulaters it Inũdels, i me cãaume bur 


tion / And ther ine toꝛ a man to boaſthimſelf to 
be faithful, x outwardly to allam wolatrie;+£o 
giue good coũtenãce to idolatries are things Þ 
tãnot agres together in a trut ſeruãt otgod. 

Lee vgnorthinkour ſeluegepriſedbefoze nod, Seck. 
ox in þcdſcitce. of thoſe ware faithful inderd 
in ſaying: nom wel enough;whotmpheart 

enãce ſoeuer J carp, oꝛ what godly 


en foener' miake;yetputJuo trulfneicher 
Haue J any deuotion in Jdoles,butJ] wooſhip | 
* God in my heart, it is better yet tu doe 
chen to per ſecute che truth and koa man 
Toſhewe himſelfe an open enemie vnto God, 

But yet it is impoſſible that the heart ſhoulp 

be free from Jdolatrie, when al the body is de⸗ 

filed and doth reverence vnto ſtange Gods 

Ee to the enemie of Hod: what gnon heart ſoeuer 
a lubiect can beare to his pzince, vet could not 
the pꝛinre beare it chat he ſhould do homageto 
maocher, & chat he ſhould cary weapon againſt 
his natural pꝛince. Men ſap he 
þlwearethbyarc,forſwearech him ſele by arr; 

we aught not to chinke that the heart remai⸗ 

neth vnlwoꝛne iche tongue foꝛſweare it ſelf; 

tfoʒ we maſt vnderſtand the vthe accowing co 

che meaning ol him that giueth it, and not aſter 

the menning of him thar receiueth it. And 
when we are partakers oftherceremonies, ſa⸗ 
triſices apy Sacraments;wherher they be af 
che fahl oz infidels, we bynde our ſelues 
rn we cont- 
e hauerhen trinily ſaydochar-vur mes⸗ 
—.—— fo; God alloweth no Sh- 
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Mongelt men chen manifelt thefre, vet te it ar 


foutited befoze God fz theft in vetde, „what 


Haineſoener men gue it: wherfoje let vs not 
. thiitky chat by dur goodlie ſhewes, out Jbola- - 


pts fo excuſed”, that it is not Jdolarrye, - 


*miv*atrue kinde ofrenouncing Chuilf Jeſus: 


| ch it ſemeto vs ſomewhat nite alowa⸗ 
ie; chen to deny him vpenly,S.Peter veiyey 
Thntk with his mouth, he ſaid, he was none of 
A ant 50 wee make anie moze of him har 
Tep nd do bur wozks vtter els but the fame of 
Peter: where vnco cendeth our Jvvlatries 


2 5 oitcward hipocrplies but to let Jnkldels 


'Vyverffand that wee are not the Bilctples of 
ee t that we know nejcherhim no2 
Y e 
"TX teplie,chat we do it not with the a 
3 57 is karre otherwiſe: So his eiten the 


heart of S. Peter: it grieued him grestly ta 
Deny \Chiilt Jeſus, but the inkirmitir o 8 Heth 


nee o death ouercame the chꝛiſttan co 
"te, Which ought to haue bene in hun, pet can 
We not excuſe him, but that Ma greaclie, 
aid we are leſle to bee excuſenthalt he: fo 
deniyed notFeſus C cis ke feare A tg gol 
ve cuſtomablie doe bur fox th 9 Bat fan 10 be 
ent not to preſent him ſelfe willingly to re. 
D. ndunce 


art. but Seck, 


nounce him as we doe, he went not to the By⸗ 
thops haules, no) to the high Prieſtes af th 
Lahe to pleaſe them, 02 other of the Jewes; 
oz to make them belecue he was of cheir com⸗ 
5 panp, oꝛ that he had no acquaintance oz famili- 
5 aritie with Jelus,as they doe, which frequent 
0 the temples of Jdols;he went thither to ſtand 
5 fapthfully vnto him, as he had pꝛonuſed, x fo. 
a loue and affection he bare to him, yet was hee 
4 taught:and ſeeing how his maiſter was, hand |, 
5 led amongſt che murderers, and yeiwing-<e 
place where he was, fearing death, which,was 
manifeſtly befoze his face, was ouercome by 
the infirmitie ofhis fleſh: fo he was lo traubled 
P be knewe not whathe ſayd oꝛ did, koz chat hee 
aw not Jeſus Chiift chen, but as a poozemile- 
rable creature, folakt of al men, foʒ he hab not 
pet ſuch knowledg of his ditinitie,tto: had nat 
receiued the holy Ghoſt la abundantly as be 
Sol, But we that conkelle Jelits Chil to be let 
at the right hand of God his father, aboue al þ 
heauens, we tary not till our aduerſarie bꝛge 
vs and pꝛeſſe vyon vs, and p tyꝛants couſtrainie 
ba ta tenounce him, but imediatly of out olun 
accoꝛd, ſ voluntarily we go to eee 
Jvolacers to the ſame purpoſe, knowing pos 
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chat we mult needes diſhonour Jelus Chiift 
with them:#howe much pmozechey marke & 
beholvvs;fomuchy moꝛe we ſhew our ſelues 
plencifull.in all kindes ofblaſphemies c JÞ0s 
latries, There is not ſo ſmal an Idol wherfico 
we do not reuerence, wherunto we do not bow 
the knee, kearing to be accounted true ſcholers 
of Chꝛiſt Jeſus, | 


The auncient chiſtians did fo lightly e⸗ Seltz 


ſteem theſe matters as we do, but they thought 
it ſo vile, ſo deteſtable, æ vuworthie a thing fo 7 
« chꝛiſtian, chat hardly chey would account the. 
fo; hꝛechꝛen x chꝛiſti ans, which had not beene 
conſtant in che toꝛments, and which liked bets 
ter to foꝛlake and foꝛlweare Chꝛiſt Jelus, then 
to ſuffer death, at the leaſt thoſe;which accouns 
ted their like moꝛe deare to them then the glo« 
ry ot Jeſiis Chꝛiſt, hardly could chey euer bee 
receiued into the miniſter ie ofthe Goſpel: pet 
was it ſufficient co the Jdolaters and Jnfi= 
dels, that thoſe whom they perſecuted fo2 chꝛi⸗ 
ſtians, ſhould make onely the leaſt ſhewe onely 
in che woꝛld to allow their doings, and to ho⸗ 
nour cheir Idols by outward tokens:they cas 
red not what the heart was, ſo that they might 
onely maw one woozde from their mouthes; 
02 cauſe them to ſhewe foozch' ſome ges 
tur, whiche they might dzawe to they} - 
D aduan⸗ 


An Epiſtie neceſſarie' 


— ne to boaltthatthep had made chem to 
Sef, But the flelhe wil replie, that iff it would do 5 
cher wiſe, it ſhould put it ſelf in danger ol being 
perſecuted, to cauſe others to be perſecuted, # 
ſhould ſtir vp great offences. Heere are goodly 
reaſons ot mans wiſedome, and very it foꝛ the 
fleſhe, and the ſchoole from whence. they pꝛo⸗ 
reede, Jam in cõpany of Adulterers, which go 
into a byothell houſe and fearing to ollende 
them, J enter in with them to keepe them com⸗ 
panie, But ſome will replie againe that the 
Bothell houſe, and Jdoles temple is not al 

one, but much wozſerfox what is Jdolatrieanv 
luperſtition elle, but adultery aud fonication 

with ſtrãge gods e ÿ tẽples of Idols, what are 

they els but bꝛothel houſes of Sathan ꝛwherin 

we violate the fayth promyledto our Lond Jes 

ſus Chꝛiſt, and wherin we giue our ſelites-9- 

uer as whoozemongers and adulterers vnto 

c ſtrange Goddes, and to the Diuel as to dur lo⸗ 
' vers» I knowenot howe wee mape {peake 
h this moꝛe ciuilly, if we will not correct the 
ſpeech, which the ſpiricof GO Dhath vtteren 

Exo. 16 · by his P2ophets, whiche commonly vᷣle thele 
kinde of ſpeeches , when they Pjeache as 

gaynſt the . of the heikel ok, If 


| racll, | 
But 
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.\ Byt;x mon may pet reply. Although the 
body be there,yerwe conſent not in heart, and 
pet me anopde offence and perſecution. Dina 
the daughter of Jacob, whom the Sonne ot 
the king il Sichem rauiſhed ; .confentey 
not in heart to che wickednes of the adulterer, 
yet waaſhee not altogether without faulte, ſhe 
was fax all that coprupted and counted fo an 
harlotz im al ſbe had remapned in her fathers 
houle without wandering abzodeto ga fe the 
daughters ofthe countrie, ſhe might haue auai⸗ 
ded that grent inronue niente: whereby the fell 
integreagiſþoyour and. was rauſe of pre 
euilh, :;: een ee (373540 
» Whichofvs all woulvbe content,ifhis wake Seth. 
afteyeÞhavyeeldedher;bodyto nadalterex, 
ſhould:makehin this anlweare, ſaying a al 
though he had his pleaſure; of me; yee:wag:it 
againſbmp:will; buthecau(@J ſaw my feli a 
mongzl} aaulterers, fearing to be ſpoiled, & that 
they woulde cut my Uurſe02take awaye my 
Gommne m my Rercheife, ronlentev to their 
willſbur N did it vnwillingly, to auoyde that 
they might une me noniſpleaſure, and for che 
feare q had to offend dd anger them. Pad 
not che hul band good tauſs to ſap: „what hadft | 
thau to doe in the hothels houſe; why: wentet 
Gonthihorthavner & _— for m—_— CERES 
3 F 


— 
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| An Epiſtle neceſſarie 
5 Haue lolt all p thou havveft, all chy Jewelles, 
thy rayment,yea , thy lyke „ then thy chaſtitie 
& ſoule, and to offend God; who commandeth 
vg to chooſe rather to dye, chẽ to heake his cõ · 
mandement,# violate 5 fayth & lopaltie, which 
thou haddeſt pꝛomiſed to thy huſband. 
Seck. As kon that which ſome alleadg alſo conoer⸗ 
Necke ning offence. Such dilputers hem wel that 
they vnderſtãd not, 02 wil not vnderſtãd what 
an offence lignilieth. Fox after that maner that 
chey would àuoyde offeuce, they declare that 
they vnderſtand by offence, theviſfayour-chat 
ont may haue ot men fox chat he doth ; and the 
diſpleaſure they may haue thereby: but ik wet 
marke well inwhatſencethenamwob-pffence 
is taken in che holy ſcriptures· we ſhall ande it 
-lignifteth nuthing ela but all hinderance, that 
we map giue to dur byother by our euill exam- 
yleto make hini ſiiunble and wander out of þ 
Tight wapvfaluarion,0zthat weer take of 
-otherg:fo2 if we will take all that fox offence, 
which men wilbe diſpleaſed at, wor cam neuer 
by .ſerueGodas we ought.to do, Foꝛ aa Saul 
Sala. 1. ſaith Ar we ſhoulde pleaſe men,we'cagilveinot 
f bethe.ſerutrovf Gov: The offence then which 
4 we dught to feare, it is all let that we map put 
„ eicher to our ſaluation, oz to the ſaktacton-of 
Al. I l. aur brother. A thẽ J enter into $ hochel doult 
1 wich whozemongers, e fearing to offend them 
| cont 
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vet they p ſeehun rõſtder his oneward works 


are led by his example;epther to doe the like, 
thinking þ to be wel done, oz to artoſit hun for 
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for the children of God. 


eonmit wickednes amongſt them, Age tub 
offeces in ſteede of auoyding one. Firſt. in that 
dy my diſlimulation oz agreement, Jallowe 


miqititie,andin allowing it, veeld my ſelfe pets 


faker therof x faultie:foz thoſe ſinne not only, 
which commit a wicked act, but thole which in 


any foꝛt conſent therto x allow it, and after p 


foꝛt ſuch a one is an offence to himtelle; zwhere⸗ 
by he ſhewech not to haue well vnverffood x 


coſidered that which Jeſus Chiilt ſaith;Ifthy ,,,,. . 
G fed thy foot offend thee:chac is to 


fthere be any thing which hindereth thy 


kemi eig it vacht co be an verre 6 Ame: 


gere pul away al that, x iuoſe it rather 
chen wholy to periſh, Further he is offfce to 

9 wicked, whamhe docthnozeconfirme intheir 
iniquirit, foꝛ inſfeede ot repꝛehending of cht to 
Nawe the out of p ſame, they dekend thelelues 
—— 1, by him take occalid co apppoone it. 
hirdlp he offendeth the laythfull; E chiefly þ 
werfen whẽ they ſee him in ß bꝛothel houle 
E with Idolaters although his heart be farre 
ntherwiſe, chẽ he ſhewech himſelf outwardly: 


they are troubled ther with in conſcienee, and 


à wicked perſon, and hy they cannot _ 
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but tau he offended eyther one way oz other , foz 
Aman cannot unge ak my heart arcowing 0 

my fancie, but he will tudge thereof accoꝛding 

to his owne, and according to the teſfimonie,J 

giue him by my woꝛkes : And whatſoeuer A 
thinks, cannocbinde mp nepghbaure to mp 
thaught, and cannot enloꝛce bin to iudgeothers 

wile then he leeth. And to thinke me acheepe 

= when hte ſeeth mee clothed in a_Wolfeg. 
une. d 5 er 0 . N My 4 

.:Set. Forthigcauſe S. Paule admoniſheth us, 
#.The/. that we ſhouldnot onely keepe our tg 


Allo fo that cauſe he repoued 5 Covinthians,. 
whadid eace fleſh offredvnco Jvols,alchough, 
che thing were indifferent of it ſelfe,and. of ie. 
lelfe was not euill, as is.Jbolatrie , which in 
no loꝛt can he good: fo: we cannot commit it, 
but we nnn deny Jeſits Chiſt. D. Baule ves, 


. euill, hit from all hem and appearance 5 feull 


pꝛoaued not the Coninthians,for having {acris; 
ficed in che Idol temples with Jvolaters,; 
fo2 that was to incolierable foꝛ a Clyilttan;but, 
he rep2oouech them onelp,fo2 that they bought, 
in cha ſhambles, and vid eate atthe tables of Js; 
dolaters the flethe that had heene offred ta Js; 
dalaz It is almott, as if nam we ſhould hup the 
candles ol that good Saint, not to offer them, 
bp to Idols, but to light vs, as if wee 5 | 


= 


| for the children of God, 


light our ſeluesby others,02 as if wee ſhoulve 
buy hꝛead hallowed by the Pꝛieſtes, oꝛ of their 
hallowed candles, to ſerue our turne in the 
houſe like others without any ſuperſtition, oz: 
as if we ſhould go banket at a frier honſe, pꝛe⸗ 
pared fo? the honour af ſome DSaint;with the o⸗ 
ther friers,+ yet not doe it fo any deuotion we 
bare to the Saint: the Coꝛinthians did it not 
foz deuotion,no2fo2 any confidence. they hay: 
in che Jdols, no? pet to make the Jaolacers: 
beleeue, that they dd any thing:honour oz re⸗ 
uerence them, that they might the better be as; 
mongit them they did not that fox anye Te: 
ligion, no2 as a, Diuine ſeruice „ but they 
did it to ſerue their neceſſities - of their 
bodies, and as a ciuile thing: wherefore as: 
touching them ſelues, and their olune con⸗ 
. ſinned not befoꝛe God, no agaynſt 
the firſt cable, vr there were no other reſpect 
but ta them only, but becaule their wozke bee: 
cane affẽce to their neighbours, they ſiunedax: 
gatuſt their neighboure, agaiuſt che ſecond 
table, by conſequent againſt thefirf, — 
againſt Jeſus, Chuſt,q againt God, who vii 
that we ſhould lerne tochis glove, ed che char 
ricie of our neighbours whichislopnedfheres. 


ber enaſendedgot God ebener . 
6 1 2 :; Fhaiſtiam: 


An Fpiſtle neceſſary 

chꝛiftian libertie knowinge that that fleſhe did 
not differ from the other, ſecing they nothing 
eſteemed the Jdole. But they offended him in 
that they abuled this libertie to the offener of 
the ſimple; the ignozant, and the weake,whont: 
they enfoꝛced tu do thinges contrarie to their 
conſcience; fozamonge the 'Chyiſtians, which 
were at CoMtachus;- there were fome of them 
moꝛe ignozantthen others: Andtherefoze they 
were not all yet well reſolued inthe matter ok 
Chultian libertie;fox there were; which made 
conſcience, to eateflethe that had bene offered 
to Idols: becauſe they had learned by the Gol 
pell, chat Adoles, and the ſeruice to Idols, was 
fozbidden of God, and it ſremed vnto them. 
that ſince the leruice of Jdoles was ſo dif-" 
pleaſing to God, then they might in no wife. 
vle that, which was once conſecrated to Jdols. 
It was the like caſe, as it nowe wee ſhoulde 
make conſciẽᷣce to ble the goods of the church 
amd ocher things which were dedicater by owe - 
Anceſtaurs to Idols and theit temples d 
although idols diſpleaſe God it kollowetch nde 
therfozethat Acannotapplie to better vſe, ch 

which the ignozant and Jdolaters haue abtifed * 
about Adols; and therefozt-thoſe whiche had 
moꝛe vnderſtanding of chꝛiſtian libertie, amd 
che Coꝛinthians, made n conſcieuce to vle 


mhpole things which were offered vnta Idols: 
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for the children of God. 
fo) they did it not foꝛ honour to the Idols, ney - 
fo any opinion they had in the Idols; fo they 
knewe well that the Idole was nothing, but en 
the imagination or him þ thought it ſomwhatt 
wherekoze the Idole was nothing to thẽ which 
had this vnderſtanding, x were delivered from 
the errours and fooliſh opinion and kmagins 
tio of Jdolacers, © therfoꝛe che Idol, no) p foo- 
liſh cdcett,þ Jvolaters had of their ivols,couls 
not let the faythfull fro-vſing the good-creae 
tures of God. but the ignoꝛans which among ỹ 
chiiftians vnderſtood not that point ſo well as 
ochers. And chereloꝛe it ſeemed to them, they 
tould not die any thing that had beene dedicas 
ted to Idols: but they ſhoulde tefifie they did 
ſome reuerence to the Idols, and ſerue them? 
wherekoze chey made conſcience therof, did 
cate of char fleſh in doubt, by realon of their ig⸗ 
nozance. This doubt ct ignoꝛance is pinfitritts 
tie, which . Baule ſpeaketh ofinchis plate; 


but whe theſe ignoꝛãt abo others eate of þ fle 


they were modued by their epiple to eat ther⸗ 
ofas well as chep, wich this doubt t ſoruple bf 
cdſcience;wherin they olfẽden God fo ſeking 
they doubted, chere was no faich, but there was 
rontẽpt ol God ſeeing they did it againſt their 
conſcience;what ignoꝛãce ſoeuer there were: 
Andtherfoze S. Baule reproubth chem that 
were e Mozeo⸗ 


An Epiſtle neceſſary + 


Sect. n Pneoner, wherefoꝛe did S. Paule x6. 
Mooue S. Peter in Antioch befoze all that 
were pꝛeſent, foꝛ that he diſſembled to eate fleſh 
with the Gentiles, when he ſaw the zewes en⸗ 
ter which came from Yieruſalem; to eate fleſh 
and not to eate is a thing indifferent: and ther⸗ 
foʒe S. Peter made it no conſcience to eate 
flethe with che Gentiles, but fear ing to offend 
the Jewes which were weake, and which vn⸗ 
derſtood not yet that libertie, he wichdꝛew him 
ſelfe from the table ſeeming not to eate: wher⸗ 
foe D. Baule repꝛoued him openly, although 
S. Peter did the ſame to a good intent, and fo2 
feare to offend,fo2 in thinking ta quod the ofs 
kending of the Jewes, he offendedethe Sen 
tiles wich an offence. much maze: dangerous: 
ko inſteede of withdꝛaming che Aewes fron 
their Judaiſme, he enduced the gentiles to play 
the gemes by his ezample, any — chen 
tonſcien te. Ef. & 112%; 

5-72, Then let vs confiver. if the halve Avoſtle 
coulde nocallows in the ſe things indifferent, 
that the kaithtul ſhould vſe their lihertie with 

god conſcience, aa tonching chem ſelues, if 
they haue giuen any cauſe of offence to 

woe weake to couſirme them in any ſuperſtiti⸗ 
onto ſtirre chem vp to daa any thing a 
_— ane r 82 — 
Hal 


t 
J 


0 mp A AY "MN - % CE Vw 'H» I. 'Nn ww ay x ww 


ua. a. A. A. 11 * 29 1 n 


£ 


fot the children of God. 


chat thoſe, which went them ſelues co be of the 
faithfull[ſhould offend God, and their neigh- 


ddure in thinges which are not indifferent, but 
Altogether contrarie to the commande ment ol 
God, and much moze execrable then one would 
thinke as hemanifeſtly ſheweth: foꝛ he hath ra⸗ 
ther koꝛbidden in his Law Idolatrie, and the 
honour and reuerence, which is done to Jmite 
ges then he hath done mur der and adulterie. 


Then ik Saint Baule hath repꝛooued and Selk. 


condened the Coꝛinthians, who by their knows 


ledge and example in abuſing their libertie li⸗ 


tencioully haut giuen occaſion to the ignoꝛãt 
to eate fleſh ſactificed vnto Idols with ſcruple 


und doubt of conſcience: what would he ſay of 


thole, which giue not onely occaſſon to others 
to honour and reuerence Idols againſt their 
eonſciente, but doe leave them to doe ſo, boch 
by their doctrine and example: Fo2 to kate 
fleſhe then offred to Idoles, as if one ſhoulve 
eate other fleſhe, without hauing other opini⸗ 
on of Idols chen the faythfull haue, was not 
finne in it ſelfe, to him that vſed it in that ſort, 
but it was ſinne to the ignozant and weake 


. thilfians:which vnderſtood not as yet their li: 


bertie, who did eate thereof not to ſuch intent 
as Jdolaters,which did eate thereof foz honout 


| totheix wols hut did eatcherof with ſcruple ol 


conſcience 
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of conſcience fearing thereby to offende Godz 
There was chen no ſin in the vſage of þ thing, 
as in it ſelfe, but » themſelues bꝛought therto 
by their ignoꝛance, and the doubt in conſcience 
they did put ther in oz ſeeing they thought that 
fleſhe and meate vncleane and deſiled, although 
Of it lelfe it were pure and cleane to the faich⸗ 
full, which accounted it ſo, yet to chem, was it 
polluted and vncleane, foꝛ it was not purifiey 
to them by the wom of God, without the which 
euerie thing is vacleane to vs: ſeeing they 
were not yet well aſſured thereby, that they 
might eatetherof without offending God, ſee- 
ing that aſſurance did fayle them, which they 
tould not haue, but by the wozd of God: it folloe 
weth that that they did, was not done in fayth, 
andcoſequently that it was ſinne: foꝛ what ſo⸗ 
euer is done without faych is ſinne, and what 
ſoeuer is done without Qedfaſf aſſurance 
of the wooꝛde of G O D, with doubt ok cen⸗ 
ſrience, is done without fayth: wherefoze fol: 
lowing the doctrine of S. Baule, wee cannot 
denp, but that is ſinne: fo2 the fapthfull oughe 
to doe nathing, no? take any thing in hande; 
whereof he is not playnly reſolued and aſſite 
red by the wozd of God,otherwiſehe ſinneth: 
and cherefoze- thoſe, whiche knowing the 
Arte they hadde to eate of chat fleſh, 
were 
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llethe, were cauſe by their example, that the ms 
chers did cate thereof with that doubt they har 


therein, they were cauſe that theſe ſinnen 


in that: they which had the knowledge of their 
Ithertie hab not ſinned, if that chey had nos 
in that point beene an offence to the others: þ 
is, if they had not emboldened them to eate as 
gainſt their conſcience ofthat meate, whereof 
they ſtood in doubt: but thoſe, that doe encou⸗ 
rage others to communicate with Jdolacers, 
they doe much wozle without compariſon,fox 
that Idolatrie, whiche they commit, cannot be 
accounted as a thing indifferent, neucher ts 
them that haue knawlerg no? to the ignozant, 
neither do J thinke, that a man, who hath the 
knowledge of the goſpel, how little ſo euer ic 
be, can communicate there without ſcruple ot 
conſcifce:thole the which induce them thicher, 
are they not offenſiae to them: 
And if cheſe outward  adozations and by: Seck. 


pocriſies were indifferent, and lawful foz 


Chailtians to vſe,the childzen of thehebzewes 
and Daniell allo had bene very raſhe and; obs 
ate Fooles, 275 to ſaue their lyues, they 
woulde nat haue fayned to obeye the kinges 
tommaundemente, as others did, to al⸗ 
a 0 * 75 5 wee are . 
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bound to tonelle Jeſus Chyiſt manifelffy; 
when we arerequired,o2 conftrained*to den 
him, oꝛ confefſe him by ſome euident ſigne a 
they were conſtrained, but that otherwiſe we 
map diſſemble the matter, elpecially when we 
ure not knowen no? marked therein: knowe 
not what ſure foundacion'theſe reaſons in 
hatie, Ik we be bound to confeſſe Jeſus 
being in danger ok like: J cannet — 
how it can be lawfull fo vs to deny hinr bes 
ing karre from danger. 5 5 8 
But how can it be lawfull fo vs to offenb 
the faythfull, and to nouriſh and eftablith the 
faithfull in the errour of idolatrie for feare'vf 
troubling and offending the infivels; whom 
we cannot in better ſoꝛte offend then in chert⸗ 
ching and confirming them in their luperſtti⸗ 
ons and abuſes. It ſeemeth to mee that this 
feare of offending, is like to the charitie vr 
ſome Anabaptiftes, which haue beene of opini⸗ 
on, that ie was not lawfull fia a'Chaiſtian M. 
giſtrate, by iultice to put aff thole to dearth oz 
any other offentour,becanſe Jeſus Chailt hath 
f6zbwden vs to reuenge eu{{l;afid fon that hee 
hach commande all chꝛiſtians to ſuffer all in 
nuries patientiy, this is a ſttange charitie che 
Hephcard for pittie and compaſſion he takech 
on che Molfes, he dare not hunt them _ 
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Bs fahl ef Sd. 
bis llacke but ſulletech chem to deunutt his 
ſheene, and takech moꝛe pitie of the doo 
walues then: ol his ſþegpe:;and-ta-he-chanitas 
ble towarnes the malues; wilt be m<acnell 
to che ſheepe oy nthewoluesthenfeiuodo''s 

But when all ſhall bee well exandiuev;, 5 S. 
Fearamuch,chat the diſeaſe ot gur fleche wodet⸗ 4 
dech nat ſo much from feare that it hach ur af 
fence,as foz feare of death: wherefoz? without | 
feekingreaſons: any further to pʒooue this 
ade but the teſtimonie of conlrience; vfthufs 
which doue rather nto claheꝭ their inſinmutie 
with his vaple of anner Io 9 


encext they were — Ant ach 1h ity 
that they durſt boldiy.confefle that they vuders 
ſtand, whether fox.feare of offence-thep-awrſt 
not ſpeake of Jeſus Chaift, aud'whecher! they 
waitly toynethemnfelues: wich Jdolaten ed and 
keepe chem companie in all their; ſaeriſices 
teremonies: It is moſt certaine chey woulde 
not, ela were they beryquilttultentcettinchs 
aoctrine ol Chiiſts :* nomen 


A deny nat, but there ate ſome thing hure Seck 


i wwelladutſeb ga babe ron 
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miy well vſe my libertie, if by eating J know 


Amapalicnate + dꝛiue auy pooꝛe ignoʒãt man 
from che Goſpell, and in abſtayning may daa 
him to the knowledge ofthe Goſpel, ſurely J 
ought to abſtenne, and to haue moꝛe regard to 


| Heepplying of him, then to my liberty, con- 


Aidering. that the Apoſtle ſayth, knowledge 
puffeth vp, and charity voeth edyfie : ko God 
Hath not foꝛbidden me to eate fleſhe, oz to ab⸗ 
ſcaine ſome dayes, rather then others, but hath 
left that to my choyce on condition, that I doe 
all thinges to his honour and glozp, and i: the 
edyfipng of mp neighbour, l tity 

But when gueftion ariſech of any. "thing; 
which God hath expꝛeſlely commanded! d foz⸗ 
bidden, we muſt no longer there deliberate, oz 
talte counſell,oꝛ diſpute whether we mult dae 
it oʒ no: Fa it reſtech no longer in our power 
noꝛ our iudgement:oꝭ the councell. is already 
taken, ether we muſt doe it, oꝛ determine to 
make warre with God, and it is moſt certaine 
chat God hath expꝛeſſely foꝛbidden, and with 
grieuous chꝛeatnings: that we ſhould not ho⸗ 


nau naz worſhip images no2 ſtrange Gods, 
na pet bome to them, no doe any homage 
to then to be partaker ot the table of Dis 


nel, neither by hypocriſie, noz of purpoſe: 
wherefoze-we ought to beware thereof, if char 
We feare co incur che vilpieaſureof innignati⸗ 
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forthe childitnoFGod; 
on vf alnightie God and rather to c<vole the 
Hodilp death; o if we haue dont otherwiſe,we 
muff craue merey and pardon of Gov with 
ceares and werpinx / as Peter did. 
Iknowe well char tome wiſe men hich 


rake vpon them to teach others , and contelle de eck. 


Jeſus Chyilk: puüuckely but dend him openly, 
tell the faythfull that if they diſſemble not. 
they ſhould put chemlelues in great danger 
others with chem, x eduld no longer ſerüe in 
the church, but ſhould leaue it in great trouble, 
It ſeemeth that ſuche men will gouerne the 
Church by their wiledeme, and not leaue ie to 
be gouerned'of God by bis pꝛouidence:doe we 

thinke we can linde a Jelus Chꝛiſt whom we 
map ferus witheut Croſſe without Perkeku⸗ 
2 Jelus Chun ſo dellcate & ſoft as Uelutet : 
where ſhall we finde that the holy Apoſtles & 
truꝭ diltiples ot Chꝛiſt Jeſus haue conſented 
co-01 allowed, eyther in woꝛd oz deed, the dola⸗ 
try abomination of the Pagans, to auopde 
dangers & perſecutions fo? rare to trouble che 
churches in deed ſuch were Apoſtles or tir⸗ 


cumſiciõ, who did greatly moleſt x troubleS; 7% a. "Ul 


Paule, fon theyendeuoured to pleaſe men be 
caule they were enemies top  crolls, which tes” 
3 ö * ps 11 


An Fpiſtle feceſſarie 


Atter the iudgement of thele men S. Haul 
was a great troubler ofchechurch;fo2 though 
out all places — he was, hee was perſecu⸗ 
ted alwayes, qꝛiuen away haniſhed, oz impꝛi⸗ 
ſoned, becauſe ot him and —— that hee 

pPzeached many good and faythfull men haue 
been in danger to thole, both bodies and goods, 
and many haue been put to death, and many 
townes & countries moued t troubled. If S. 
Paule would haue diſſembled, uppozted any 
appocued their errourg, abuſes, and ſuper⸗ 
ſtitions of Jewes and Gentiles, without 
ſpeaking ſo plainely , and remoouing and 
condemning them lo openlye, both in woꝛde 
and deede: hee might well haue auoyded all 
thaſe inconueniences:ſhall we then condemne 
him as vndiſcrete, rach arrogant, and one that 
were mad ꝛbut it he had done other wiſe, and if 
he had plealed men, he had not beene che ſer⸗ 
Gat. 7, Uantof Jeſus Chꝛiſt, he had been a traptour to 
his church,iffo2 his owne bodily eaſe, and to 
Mocure the ſame to others hee bad hidden the 
truth ot God. 13 
5 This great Apoſtle ought i in deed to haue fea⸗ 
he ben the church (hols id lackofhim, 
harme ſhould come to him, as of any of 
thone han beene farre greater loſſe, per 
Wucnthat huder — . 
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forthe chitdrewof3od, 


fice;actodding to che rharge gtuen him: he wil 
not appoint rules ann limites co Gov ꝓbut hee 
followeth the rules e lumites Bor hach lefte 
vnto him, committing him lell x al things els 
to his p)ouidence:fozheknowethzxhiratibates 
and all che heyzes of dur heade are: evitntey, 
und that nothing; wall befhtl unte ug, 
clit by che oꝛdinande ol God, h will veter⸗ 
mine noching but is hin gloꝛy and wurmt. 
ontir he wil that we ſuffer: x dye fox, 
our boundes, our dubles, yea bur duch hall 
dos better ſeruicẽ perhups to his Church then 
nut lite; it he call vg out or this ol het will 
Cenduthers rd bim dabnett l wen be natd. 
gecher mworrhterherdar.'s Ib it plente him 
'thas we liue and lerus longer in his tharth;He 
Is mighty and wilt mug to kecpe un dx lu 
means, as ſhal pleaſe hiniabout aur diraming 
'Finuenting means tontraryto his wil: wher⸗ 
je as we ought not tot pt God, noxpzocure 
— — ſdoliſcht wier 


not fo feare thereof. — 2 
done be hath foybivden,anveo auen With Js 


f : th 447 


1 e eee 
rende t rere the he madt hinrtklenthe $48; : 
Fernancto All auuthat to the Jewis he was n 


ee — aui 
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Au Epiſtlerecaſſatie 

take. heent we imurie not the Apotkle, E mar 
of hinta viſer to couer aus fleſhe, and to trau 
fourme gur Satan inta an angel of light, who 
Coethabout to wichdꝛawe vs from our office, 
Us Preer would haue nernterten Jeſus Chziſſ 
that which S. Paule did he did itto winne all 
ta Jeſus C hꝑiſt:q; that which we doe, & would 
rouer miv ſeluts by the example uf S. Paule, 
ſexuech taleeſe c turne away all men from 
Jeſiee hit. Think wethat S. Naule did ſo 
accommmadatehimſelfe to uthers that he plap⸗ 
ed thecheete vach theeuenuthe whoꝛemonger 
with whozemongers;theawnkard wich dꝛun⸗ 
Kards the inolater wick olatars: And wohẽ 
he mam Gpleſus,Eypms: Athens went he 
with idolaters to darſherĩct a affer ſaeriſices 
to Diana; Cteruta, run: to Jupiter, 
to Reptune, opto angacher Idol did he nat re⸗ 
mooue and condemntiids latrie tough ney 
reg where he came! was nat that the cauſe auhy 
eee eee 

oy decutiana againſt him: Jeri oo 

eckt, Alhpthen did hie enten into tbe chartbebs 
Act. 21. puritie himilelfe:wihy made he a voweandſha« 
Act. 1 8, urdqhis heade :mhy dix he circumciſe: Mmo⸗ 

T27-,”. thy there. is great difference betweengrchat, 
which B. aul did, æ that we would: allow fp 
eee e. moni mt 
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forthe childrenof God, 


vs | tnandevafGov,+therefoze was it lawfull to 
if | edyfipng, accoꝛding to the chiiſtian liberty, vn⸗ 


ho tiltbat Jeſus Chꝛiſt was fully manifeſted, ang 

6, that the Jewes were perfectly aduertiſen os 

ſit chꝛiſtian libertie, c of che abzogating: of theyꝛ 

zll | ceremonies: wherefozethe diſciples, did peelde 

ld | -themfelues to chem fo2 atime intheſfoutwarr 

ſe, | Qinges,andcherefozehaue they vled the cere⸗ 

m |  monies,asthinges indifferent to them, which 

fo | attributed na merit vnto chem, but did it to 

w⸗ DHawtheJewesto a gr eater knowledge, & ſi⸗ 

er nalle ta wichdzaw them from all ſuch obler⸗ 

n- Ractons,-: j I D 4 „ 58 This 5 K. 

þ# | +,» Wirhthe Gentiles in like ſoꝛt . Paulvid ©f: 

he | well agree, as touching their ciuile & pollitike = 

flames, and the ir other. indifferent kindes of 

E dealing. which did nothing touch the conſcifces 

pe⸗ but we read not that he yeelded himſelfe to tht 

g- t anp time in their falſe religiõ & wolacrie, fox 

by he could not do it without offẽding god, ſering 

gx« | that p tdolatrie was foꝛbinden condemned ot 

1 GOod, as 5 alſo which is nom amõgit the Pas 
piſtes: fo; it is inuented of men againſt the cõ⸗ b 
mandement of God, it hach nothing like tothe | 
iewiſh ceremonies, at that time obſeruedofthe 
Apaltles, but it is like altogether to 5 idolatry 

-of Pagans & cop iudaiſme p now is among 

Aewen, whbhe cannot folom wout denying 
HET e . 
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An Epiſtle neceſſatie 


Aclits. Chyꝛiſt after this great nuanifeikationt | 
which we baue — 31: N 


Sect. And although S. Paule did brarewithihe 
Gal.4, Jewes fo a time, yet when he vnderſtood that 
Gal. . {ome af them confirmed chem ſelues in ſuper⸗ 

Act. 16. ſtition, and that they deſtred theſe ceremontes 


ag neceſſarie to ſaluation, he cryed out agayult 


them and condenmed chem openly and when 
he ſaw ſome falſe hethnen come to eſpie aut 
his libertie, he would not circumciſe Titus, 


as he had done Timothie, but chougheß dircũ⸗ 


cim damnable, which'notwirhftavang Her 


had vſed befoꝛe, but pet as a thing indifferent; 


| tj the bccalionsanvciveanbconaly wholp 


Now let vs confiverhowe thoſe — 


S. Daule, which will cauer their Jdofatrp by 
his example, when S. Paule knoweththat p 
be doch in things lawkull fe a time, conſtrmeth 
the ſuperſtitions in their err our, and that they 
require the ching which he accounted as new⸗ 
ter, asneceſſary to ſaluation, he will no longor 
beare with them but convemnethtzan:opely: 


and wo of: — — to efpichim, 


88 


forth children of God, "1 


idem or thonſſelues.Concrartwiſe our hypo- 
2 rrites, and biſlemblers din thiagzes expellel r 
fobiwendfGobKulofblaſphemſe!anid-ſacri« + 
1evge;whiche the: Jvolaters arcount-tobe no⸗ 
cefſary fo ſaluation, they wall pleafe them in 
it, and kayne Aike unto them ann 
how much ö mae thep ate marked "of them s 
muche moze they blalpheme : hey caryefo 
god countenance and counter feite the papift 
Lowell cher they paſſe allthe ren ——— 
to cht ende they maße bee actomted fo? gu 
chꝛilltans xhadis lo pertect uokaters; duch ag 
they are, which watch tem, wthatuo man! ran 
ſuſpect op thinke otherwiſe ofthe, 
— fare Sect, 
of Jdvlacors; che ſupper of Jeſus Chiifts 
therecelebaced ,it is foo much to blaÞPhertt 
Chit Jolus.IfD .Joaule haue witten td 
choſe whichvideate grey te Aol, 
without wachipping th rhey are 
" ParciikerSofthe tables of! in ſo voin 
chat they tannor be patrakers wherolz un 
che ble ud Zett Chyilt boch bogecher. TH 
worltdhefapofiyoſe, which verb wyne the 
-blotinwſupper of Jeſus ChWrwithithe table 
of Dineg;Atb/withtheſabviſiceowwhoren Je⸗ 
WiizChiilt is flatly denied and W 
e 
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ſuche ſacrifices are commanded: 97 foꝛbidden 


5. Cor. s. of & D D, itthey bee at O D wee ought 


to bee ſuche as they chat kollowe them, ik 
they bee againſt God, howe tan wee one 
Chiift and beliall. 

Some reply again vpon this and ſay,wher- 


s a * fore then doth Sd. Paule wꝛite, 4 will that meu | 


May in euery place, lifting vp pure haudes 
without wꝛath oz villentis,ſecing he: willeth p 
che kaychfull man pꝛay in euery place gene- 
rally without exception,it falloweth then that 
it is lawfulifoz him coprap-in the comples.of 
Idols, ſo that hapꝛay to God and not to the J 
dols. Ie neenenst make any» other anſweare 


amtes replpe. but that whtche: is alreadie 


made, if chere were nothing but che offence 
chat migbearilethereal, the cauſe is ſufficient 
£0 condemne him which ſhould goe thither to 
make N hach places enough 
elle fo that purpoſe, without: chaaſing m ac- 
councing of chat place, moze then austher: fot 


-.- tfheedeliretocallvpon and ta honour Son, 


je map doe that in his houſe and enter into his 
Spc —— to the — of Jeſus 


k Se thy heaueniy father in ſes 
N . fa 


mn One 


* 


for tho children of God. 
open plate, and he wil rewarde him openly. N 


receiue paple-therefoze, as ther Deribes and 
Phariſees. he hach recemed his rewarde alre⸗ 
die with them, he witneſſeth thereby, that her 
is notthe true Dilciple of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, but 
that he ſeekech his owne gloꝛp, not the gloꝛye 
of GD Diif bet bee veſjrous and willing to 
gloʒyſie GD D betoꝛe men, to ſtirre chem vp 
by his example to doe the line, op to confeſle 


.of his fapth befozeall men: he muſt goe into 
the aſſemblieg ol che fapchfull wherem Gun 
is ſanctilied not to thoſe of Jbolaters-where 


-ther in ſhewing him lelte to; deſpiſe they 
aſſemblies, and that G O D gannot there 
bes honouren :, hut hy doding hondur in 
tha place dedicgteꝝ and conſecratedeu the dls 
:nell, dae lar ing thereby 1; that bee thinketh 
hat; G. Oi. -Dormoys: Schemen hamm 


77 "oo te ere PI Hor 1 10 Notte 17717 18 


-38 | +that whiche Maule addeth: Lifting 
e part eee er Nur lar, 
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he delire topzayopenly to be ſeene ot men. to Aat. & 


him ,andco-make-protefarion and profeſſion - |. -: 


GD Dis blalphemed oy il her will cunfefe 
him amongelf Adolaters, hee muſt doe it ra- 


te And it chere were. no: maße; — 


A Ppifne neceſſity" 


Exod.z3. 


Sect. 


10 Fe lacuer they be Neluse pe | 
ach in their hearte, and ſo they are alwayes 
in the temple of God:wherefoze God - — 5 

4 car . 


bor che children of gad. 

heareth their papers, then theirs which dor⸗ 

ſhipped him in the tẽple ol Mieruſalem, which Joh. 1a 

ought now to haue beene aboliſhed to the ende 

that Jeſus Chaiſt the true ſpiricuall temple 

might onely haue place. amongeſt che chꝛilti⸗ 

ans and faithfull:aud therefaze: aſter that S. 

Haule hach made mention. of the chꝛiſtian al⸗ Im 
lemblies, and hath exhoꝛted Timothie to make 1. 
papersfo2 all eſtates, and fo; all kinde of men? 


he laych alter, that the ſame: muſt be done in 
euery plate, to che intent the faychtull may vn ⸗ 
derſtand, they are not tyed to the obſeruation 
ok the Jewes, noꝛ to their Temple, and chere ⸗ 
foze are they much leſſe to che temple ol Ido⸗ 


ay: od 7 307 iS 
There is pet another place which chey will 
haue to ſerue their turne, hecauſe S. Paule 
ſaith. If any bzuther haue an inſidel to his wife 
and ſhe conſent to dwell wich him: Let him | 
not foxfake her. And the woman that hath an 1. Cor. 
Jnfivel to her hulbandʒ e he be content to dwel 
with her: Let her not foꝛſake him, foꝛ the vn⸗ 
belieuing huſbãd is ſanctiſted bythe belieuing 
wife,and the vnbelieuing wire is ſanctiũed by 
the belieuing huſbhand, other vile pour childꝛẽ 
vere polluted g vncleane, but now are they ho⸗ 
y. They wil conclude by this, ) if it be lawfull 
Jace kr hee ned withhiginfvel wit 
8 5 f G 


. 
— 
5 


An Epillle neceſſary; | 


--:. . -ſamereaſon, thep-maye allo vſe the ceremo⸗ 
nes and manners ot doing, which are amongit 
the luperſtitiauß and Idalaters. Fo2 if chey be 
polluted and deſtled to the Jnfidels, vet are 
they nat ſo to them, but are cleane and holpe; 

gz tothe cleane, are all things cleane, but to 
2 7. che vncleane und Jnſidelles, all thinges are 

5 vncleane. They ſaye further, that euen as 

the Apoſtle will that the partie kaychlull foꝛ⸗ 

ſake not the Inüdell, ik cher conlent to 


che wife beeing faychfull knowe not whether 

they can winne the partie vnfapthfull' , ſo 

they knowe not whether GD D by theyꝛ 

meane will winne and call bacne che pooze 

blinde and ignozant. 11 4000 CET 8 | 

Set, Jam greatly aſhamed when J ſee the 
Chuyiſtians dallpe in chis ſoꝛte with the woꝛd 
a of GDD, and dꝛawe it ſo violently by the 
hay2e, to make it ſerue foz their blaſphemie: 

what agreement is there betweene the par⸗ 

tie infivell and che Jdoles,Jf Saint Baule 

Had ſayde that ofa Wlhooze o: Mhooꝛemon⸗ 

ger, and had allowed that che faythfull man 

might dwell wich an Marlot, and vle her in 
Werken baun the were zn Aude 


dwell wich hem; becaule the hul bande oz 


rierten = 2» a: => 2, Me, op 


ſa 


forchechildrenof God, | 


fee would turn with him oꝛ en w 
ger with a Chꝛiſtian woman their argument 


and compariſdn had ſome couloz, but che Apo⸗ 


le ſpeaneth in this place of ſuch as are iuynen 
by lawfull marriage fo2 marriage. is of ſuch 


| auchoutie,and ſa faſt and indiſſoluble, that God 


will not that it ſhould be bzoken oz violaten, 
no? that p huſband oꝛ p wife ſeparate thẽſelues 


one from another, although one of them ſhould 


ſticke obſtinately in infidelicie,ifthac- the pars 
cievnfapthfull woulde not hinder che kaythful 
to doe his duetie to God: foꝛ if the huſbande: 
would not ſuffer his wife with him, except he 


would foꝛſake Jeſus Chꝛiſt, but that he would 
miue her away and foꝛſake her, if ſhe would not 


ſa doe to conſent to his infidelicie æ idolatry:in 


(uch a cale S. Paule wil not þ the wife be ſub⸗ 


iect to ö huſband, 02 5 huſband tied ta wike. he 
allowech in ſuch a caſe, that the faythfull foz⸗ 
ſake rather the infivell, then God, and that he 


ſuffer her to depart from him, rather then to 
ſuffer himſelfe ſeparated krom Jeſus Chꝛiſt. 1. Cr. >. 


Fo in ſuch caſes it is ſitte to pꝛactiſe ; which 
Chiiſf Jeſus hach ſaid. Me that leauech not fa⸗ 


cher and mother, bꝛother, ſiſter, wife, and chil⸗ 
| dzen,goodes, poſſeſſions, fo my ſake,heignoe- 


worthy of me. 
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Tir l the een un be Cpl ch; 


uour we owe vntu the holy oꝛdinanten at G 
and in what reputation we oughtto haue the 


piſt;o2 Infidel, and — | — 1 
chinges ſhee doe the office of an obedient wife 


bufe and doe gouerne his family well, and ren⸗ 
owech vntd him he oughe to keepe her: fiths: 


band, if he be not partaker thereof his faith can 
not be made voyde q the inſidelitie and Idd⸗ 
Ilatry of his wife, heperſeuerethcherin;; 
\ .. *andallowethnot the inftdelitie and Jdolatry: 


rethto corecther aganuch as he can: yet the 
A poſtle will uot chat che faythlul partit oulm Y- 
rommunmicate with the inſidelitie and Adala n 
eric of the other in hope to winne her; fazit 
N looletwo iu ee 


: then the 7 8 
i — ——— JF: 
and not toretecthernoyx foxſałe Herchoreforez, } 
andthat faʒtwa catifes;Firſttoſhewwhat hoe ! 


bolx marriage. Seconnly;. — auen 3 


dereth vnto him che duetticandirenerenceſbee | 


of tzis wife;bucrepwouethher , and endeuau⸗ | © 


towardes her huſband,if ſhe: her a good bus 


Godhath giuen her vnto hint, anz ioyned her! 
with him: F althaugh ſhe be an Infidel, vet 
her infidelicie caunot hurt her faychfull hu 


a 
2 


x 
[ 
4 


tekleſt pure andcleang,anþ leherate i (lſera- 2 
- ther then ta conſent to chat. mW 
Andtherefoze this place is flat contrary un⸗ Sell, 2} 
t seo them chat alleadge it foꝛ cheir defence. fo2 if 2 8 
Saint Paule, doeth permit the faithfull partie 5 
to choole rather to bee ſeparated; then to cons 
ſent ta the inſidelitie and idolatrie of the other, 
which is, one body, one fleſh and blood with her: 
howe can he alls we that wee ſhoulde conſente 
tu idolatrie, to dwel with thoſe which haue not 1 
the thirde part of ſuch coniunction with vs, as 'Þ 
the hulbande andthe wife haue together: At + 
God, who hath commanded that the man ſhouls 1 
leaue father t mother, & cleaue ꝶ᷑ ioyne to hia 
wie, will p man fozſake her rather, chẽ to deny OY 
bis woꝛde, how can he like we ſhoulde roms 3} 
ſuch Sacrileges, to keepe our ſelues ſtill 4. 
mongeſt thoſe, which are nothing in compari⸗ 
ſon to vs, oꝛ touch vs very little; foꝛ what ſigni⸗ 
ſtech thele woꝛds els: It che inũdel go his way /. C/ 7. | 
and depart, let him go: foꝛ the bꝛocher 025 ſiſter 1 
are not ſubiect in ſuche matters? Mhat els 


„FFF 


. 


— L 


voth this meane but that if. the inũde ll doe her 
duetie in che reſt, and ik there bee no dalagree 
4 — religion.chatthere caphens fen. 
74S ration fox; that, fo els.itwere-doubifuk;c 1Fpx _ . | | 
1 abet colour of the-Golpel, 
1 OO woe 'F 
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An Epiſtle neceſſarie 


woulde koꝛſake their wines, and many wines | 
cher hulbandes and one knoweth not whether 


che partie faithfull can bꝛing the other to the 
knowledge of the trueth, wherein there is pet 
moꝛe hope that a man may pꝛofite with a Pas 


piſt, then with aÞPagi,as they were inthe time 


of Saint Paule. Iz in the action of religt« 


on there is moꝛe agreement betweene the kaith⸗ 


full and the papiſts, then there was at) time be⸗ 
tweene v faithfull & the Pagans:but it the par: 
tie Jinfidell be ſo peruerſe, p it is not poſſible to 
dwell wich it without foxſaking Jeſus Chziſt, 
the bond where with we are tyed ts it, ought to 
be ſtronger. | 5 
Although then that che partie Jufivell viſ⸗ 
pleaſe God, becauſe ofher infidelicie, yet doeth 


it not followe thereby, chat Imap not vſe it in 
chat foꝛ which God hath giuen it vnto me, c ac⸗ 


coꝛding to his oꝛder that hee hath ſet among 


men as well as with any other creature of god, 


as with the Magiſtrate, che Pzince, andthe fa⸗⸗ 

ther being infidels:fo2 if God haue giuen mee 
à Magiſtrate, oꝛ a Pꝛince that is an Inſidell, 
map vſe him as touching his office without ol⸗ 


fence to God foz although hee bee an Jnfidell 


and diſpleaſeth God therein yet his office cea⸗ 
ieee eee 


— — 


1 


bſe him to the honour of God in all things tha 
© concetne che office ot atrue Pagiltrace,ſp that 
J conſentnoc,o2agree to his Jdolacrie; Fox 
although that he tin ough his infidelitie cannot 
- pleaſe God in his own perſan;yet to me which 


is holy. In this maner Saint Paul did vſe the 
Burgeſſes of Rome, and did appeale befoꝛe the 
- Emperour,and vſed the Pagan Magiſtrates 
to defendhts cauſe in chat they were Miniſters 
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that was againſt God, ſo the faichfull man may 


doch euill, ik he take her to wife, whom hee kno⸗ 
weth to be an infivel,buc if he haue her alredie, 


withſtanding as his wife, foꝛ although ſhee bee 

euill and polluted befozxe God as touching her 

elle vet is ſhe ſancitlied to the vſe of che faith- ,,, ,- 
kull, o ſeeing all belongeth to God the faith 

ktul man map ple all p belongech to God; as his | 


char ail che treaſures of God b 
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forthe children of God. 


vſe himaccowing to the oꝛdinance of God, he 


of God: but he did neuer therefoze allowe the 
Idolatrie ot Rome, noꝛ conſented to any thing 


bſe his vnfaichfull wife: ik he be to marry, hee 


befoze hee knowe the trueth, and ſhee will not 
receiue the trueth with him, he may vſe her not 


owne, becauſe hee is the childe of God, and for . 760 | 


Ys 
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An Eypiſtle neceſſarie 
But the Inlidell cannot vſe any thing what. 


ſoeuer it is without ſinning & offending Gad, 


there is nothing ſo cleane, which hee polluteth 
not: fo ſeeing hee is defiled,andis not — 
no? cleanſed by faith in Jeſus Chyiſte:;.. All 
things are vncleane to him, and he polluteth all 
thinges: ſeeing that by kaith, hee is not the 
childe of God, hee cannot vle the goods and 
creatures of God, but as a theefe, vlurping that 
which nothing apperteineth to him ꝛ faz as all 
thinges are cleane to the cleane, ſoon the con⸗ 
trary,euery thing is vncleane to them that are 
deſiled and Inttdels ; oꝛ that haue not a pure 
conſcience, but are ſeparated from all good 
wozkes;::And therefoꝛe alchough the wife bee 
faithfuli;if the huſband be an Inkidell, pet the 


wie, although in her ſelfeſhee bee holy e ſan⸗ 
ctitied vnto God, vet ſhee is p2ophane and pol⸗ 


Iuted ta the hulbande, as touching his vſe, fo2 


ſeeing hee is none of the childꝛen of God, hee is 
not woxthy to haue his creatures ſerue him. 


TMherefaꝛe hee doeth iniurie boch to the Crea⸗ 


d ͤ̃?cs, aud creature, when hee maketh her to ſerue 


him Er willnuc beruerbe Creatoꝛ, who hath 
ber co his vle, and to whome that crea⸗ 
tue leruech: contrariwiſe;ifthe wife bee faith- 
full, although the huſband bee an Intidell, yet 
che hulbande who in himſelle is polluced an 

dedi⸗ 


/ 
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forthe children of God, 


1. dedicaten to the Deuill; vet is he notwithſtan ⸗ 
ning holy vnto her, and ſanctiſted as to her vſe, 
that is, ſhe may vſe him as her hul bande in that 


which concerneth the eſtate and office of mari⸗ 
age without offfce to God. The vnfaichful hul⸗ 
band is aſwell ſanctiſted vnto her, asthe bꝛeade 
which che eatech, and as other thinges which 
te bleth with giuing okthankes. y 


Allo the father that is-an-infidell is Finceifi- Seck. 


ed to the faithful child aud che childꝛen ti the 
fatchkull and vnfaithfuli are holy, becauſe of the 
— and though the childꝛen ſhoulde be in 

ſidels, yet the party faichfull might vſe them in 
that which is due to the childe by che father and 
mother, without offente to God, as well as we 
may ble a hoſe oz an aſſe, accoding to their 
nature, although they be not men, noꝛ haue not 


fayth: foꝛ we ſerue our ſelues with them, as che 


good creatures of God, in that whercvnto cher 
are created. 


But wee mult alwayes beware, that we a Seck, 


buſe not the creatures, and chat we peruert not 
the ble of them, foꝛ although it be lawful fo me 
to vſe my wife, ifſhee de an infivel,as touching 
the ſtate of marriage, vet is it not lawfull 2 
me to vſe an other woman in whozedonie; al- 


though ſhee be a Chyilkiant loꝛ whozevomie ia Exod. 20. 
not oꝛdeined "A holymatrimonie ”— 
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An Epiſtle neceſſarie 


forbidden and condemned, and therefoze as re 


ligion cannot ſeparate marriage, i marriage 


Hinder not, noꝛ take away the religion, ſo reli⸗ 


gion cannot make whozedome good, but whoꝛe⸗ 
dome doth bzeake and violate the religioan. 
Wee ought to thinke euen ſo of idolatrie: 


LETT although it be lawful fo2 me, to vſe the ſame 


cone and bꝛead foxmp nouziſhment, which ido⸗ 
laters vſe fo theirs, and alſo ot᷑ the ſame wood 
that they warme them ſelues with, tonouriſhe 
and warme me as they doe, yet is it not lawfull 
fo: mee to vſe bꝛeade and wine, that they haue 
conſecrated in the table of deuils, and of which 
they haue made an Jol: noꝛ like wiſe ot cheir 
Woodin that maner that they ble it to idolatrie, 
fm chey put it to an other vie, chen it was awei⸗ 
nedat God, x they peruert che onder ok his cre⸗ 
atures, theretoꝛe they abuſe them And ſo is it 
no longer vſe, but abuſe, ſinne, and a peceſtable 
faulc:fo2 che idole can in no ſoꝛt be ſanctiſied to 


God, ſeeing thereby he is diſhonoured It can 


Vleaſe him no moze, then the har lot which alto⸗ 
gether reliſtech his wull. 
- . Andtherfoze thoſe which make ſuch allega- 
tions, map well conſider what violence they do 
vucothe ſcriptures, whether they ſpeake well 


; s , 
' 


toß purpole, to compare the idols conſecrated. 
_ "FgopineLcothe jolymariage Fo thelatwfull 
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for the children of God, 


ole ofthe good creatureofGod:fo2noman can 
vſe the idolles to good in that maner that they 
are ozdered amongſt the idolacers, Thele men 
that make ſuch compariſong, put me in mind ol 
d whozemongers,which lay, when any repꝛoo⸗ 
uechthẽ at whoꝛedom, why then did God make 
women but to ſerue mans turne : It is true that 
God hath made woman to ſerue man to his glo⸗ 
rp, but he hath not created her that men ſhoulde 
abule her, and ſhould diſhonour and blaſpheme 


8 — 


God hy her: and therefoze he hath limitted vnto 


him che vſe ol her, & how he ought to ſerue him 
ſelfe by her x wherin money is created ol God, 
& like wile cone & wine, vet is there a meane in 
vſing ofit ; there is in this an ozder amongſt 
men, ſo that I vſe of mine owne authoꝛitie mo⸗ 
ney, which God hath put into the hands of anos 


ther, x if I take it fo my ſelfe, without his will 


and conſent, aud by other meanes thẽ God hach 
appoynted, Jam a thiefe. Alſoif i vſe a wo⸗ 
man as my wife out ot marriage, J abuſe 5ᷣ cre⸗ 
ature of God, c am awhozemonger: if it be ſo ot᷑ 
the good creatures of God, what ought it to be 
of y ceremonies, ſuperſtitions, x tyuenced idols 
of the diuell, agaynſttche commaundement of 
God: howe can mes be holy to e 2 A 


Soc. 


Sell. f 


An Epiſie neceſſaie 
Jam not ignozaumt of the other replicati⸗ 
ons and obiections that men haue accuſtomed 


to make, to peruert all the argumentes and rea⸗ 


ſons heretofote alleadged, to confirme our opi⸗ 
nion. It leemeth to them whiche are of the con- 
trary opinion, they haue conluted al v ſtrong⸗ 
elf arguments, ᷣ we can alleadge touching this 
matter, and chat they haue wholly wonne the 
ſielde, in that they make them ſelues beleeue 


there 18 great difference betweene chem and 
thele examples, which wee vſe to beate downe 
their opinton:they further alwayes abuſe them 


ſelues, that it ſeemeth to them, that the lacriti⸗ 
ces of Idolaters, wich whome they are-conuer- 
Cant, howe impure ſo euer they bee, yet are not 


offered, but to the honoꝛ at thetrue God. whom 
they conkeſſe with vs) not to the honour ok 


ſtrange goddes: And chereloꝛe it ſeemeth to 


| them; there is great difference betweene thele 


ſacriſices, and thoſe of the pagans. 


They are very ignozaunt, if they-thinke 
there war neuer people noꝛ nation, whiche 


thought to woꝛſhip and honour any other then 


the true God, the Sevipcure condenmeth not 


ping amy thing but God, and hauing lerued the 


ly the pagans and ibolaters foz wozſhip= 
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diuelltuſteede ol him, büt becauſe that going 
about to ſerue God after their awne faniie;any 
nat accoꝛding he tld in ſteede of leruing 
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God, they haue ſerued the diuell goddes that 
they haue foꝛged of their owne bꝛaine, their ins 
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for the children of God. 


tent was good to haue ſerued the true God, 
but becauſe it was not directen accoꝛding 
to his woꝛde, and they imagined God after their 
own fancte, and meaſured him after their affec⸗ 
tion; the holy ghoſt condemneth them, and cal⸗ 
leth them a people without a God , aud layery 
their gods are diuels. 

What difference then is there betweene the Seft, 
Jlraelices and the Pagans ? why is that god Ephe. 2. 
whom the Ilraelites ſerue, taken fo the true Fſal. 9.x. 
God, and thole ofthe Gentiles, foꝛ Idols, Di⸗ . 
uels, and falſe gods? chere is no other reaſon, = 
but chat becauſe the Ilraelites ſerue God ac⸗ 


ſentech andmanifeſtethhimſelfto them, and do | 
not dilguiſe him as they liſt, neither put the 
other garmentes on him then hee hath taken to 
himſelfe: and therefoꝛe hee is to them the true 
God, but becauſe the Pagans and Jdolaters 
woulde colour and diſguiſe him by cheir inuen⸗ 
tions, ceremonies, and ſuperſtitions after their 
ownefancie, and woulde haue that to be good 

to him, which ſeemed good to them, and waulde 
ſubiect him to their lawes, where they ought to 

pe ſubiect to his, chey haue wholie loſt him. 
. wy — 5, 
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meanes,then thoſe by which he willbe knowne.. 
. andhonoured,thep cannot find him: but in ſteed 
of God, who hath made them, they ſind out gods 
chat they themſelues haue made, by the imagi⸗ 
nation oftheir owne bnderſtanding, foꝛ God 
cannot be other then he is: wherefoꝛe it we at⸗ 
tribute that vnta him, which appertepnech not 
to him, o2 take that from him, which appertay⸗ 
nech to him, he cealech not in his eſſence & mas 
ieſtie to be alwayes God, but vnta vs, he is no 
moꝛe God, but is changed to vs into the idole 
whiche our affections hach foꝛged vnto vs, but 
che tdole which we haue faigned to our ſelues, 
cannot be God: wherefoze we haue already al⸗ 
kered him into a diuell, which ought to bee God 
vnto us, ſeeyng we would order him accoꝛding 7 
co our pleaſure. 

Set. Let vs now cõſider, if there be any other diffes 
rence betweene thoſe which followe the truetch 
ofthe Goſpel, and the others which will ſerue. 
God after mens traditions, chẽ chis, wherof we 
ſpeake:what is there that lettech vs frõ being at 
agreement with thẽ, but chis difference :foꝛ we 
confeſſe al one od, one Jeſus Chiiſt,one Gos-. 
Mel, and like articles of the fayth, and yet is 

- Chereaggreat difference betweene the one ann 
cheother, as betweene heauen and earth: fn ſee⸗ 
en is ſerued in baine ae ayes 


cam: 


een. 


for the children of God. 


e commaundementes of men, it followeth nerel ⸗ E es. 
ſurilp, that thoſe whiche ſerue him otherwiſe Mat. 13. 


then hee hath commaunded, ſerue him not: it 
| niuftneedes be chen, that they ſerue a God, ho 
dis not God in deede, but onely in imagination, 
I for although they confelſe God with the mouth, ; 
vet they dente him in woozkes, Thoſe then 7 , f 
which are acquainted with them and do as thenrnn *} 
do, wherein doe they differ from them, but that 
0 ſome are moꝛe ignoꝛant then others ꝛand there⸗ 
© | foeleſſeco bee excuſev:aʒ it is good reaſon, 
che ſeruant which knoweth his maſters wil and 


2 4 . 3 2 : 
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„doch it not, ſhould be moze grieuoully puniſhed, 
Þ, then he that neither knowech it, noꝛ doech it. 
The others, becauſe they haue not the true geg. 


knowledge of God, doe dedicate their bodies @ 
ſoules to their half gods: Thou v; haſt y knom⸗ 
ledge of God, & knoweſt hom he wil be ſerues, 
thou wilt part ſtakes with him, thou wilt make 
the parts x diſtribute thẽ as thou liſt:thou ſaieſt 
thou giueſt þ heart #5 ſoule to God: who ſhal 
haue the body, the diuel 4 God hach no parting 
with the diuel, he will haue the body the ſoule 
whollie, oz els he wil haue neither, if he had not 
pꝛomiſed life eternal, bu to the ſoule, c that hee 
woulde onely gloꝛiſie it, and leaue the body in 
cozruption and damnation, there were ſomg-; 
moze colour to ſxrue Ood with een 
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An Epiſtle neceſſarie 
and his aduerſarie with the body, but ſeeyng he 
will glozifte both the one and the other, and 
chat he hath ſanccifiedthem to dwel in them, and 
12 to tranſtoꝛme them to his image: howe is it 
2.8, poſſible that the ſoule ſhoulde carrie the marke 
'4 N. d. and image of God, andthe body the image of 
the diuell ? howe is it poſſible, that a man who 
is but one ſhoulde be deuided into two, chat hee 
may well ſerue two maſters, without offending 
che one oꝛthe other: Jeſus Chult hath ſaide it 
is impoſſible to ſerue well two maſters. If it be 
AAat. 6. not poſſible to ſerue God and riches, howe tan 
we ſerue God and Idols, and the diuel in them: 
Seck. But leaſt perhappes it ſeeme that thele 
reaſons be not ſufficient, and that there is no⸗ 
thing like between the papiſts and the pagans: 
let vs take a moze euident exãple. What other 
difference was there betwirt Juda and Ilrael, 
after Jeroboam had made the golden calues, 
but that whiche is betweene vs and our aduer⸗ 
ſaries, all ot them did voaſt to bee the people of 
God, che ſonnes of Abꝛaham, and to haue recei⸗ 
ued the lawe okthe Loꝛd by Poſes:The Ilrae⸗ 
lifes did knowe their calues of gold, and their 
images of Baal were not coddes , but 
they kept them fo aremembzance of GOD, 
\undtohonourhim by them: they hadno other 
_ vpinion chen che Chriſtians haue of * 
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for the children of God. 


they did not vnderſtande, that they had foxſaken 
God to ſerue an other , The pꝛophetes haue 


not yet refuſed to accuſe them to haue foxſaken 
God to ſerue ſtrange Gods, and to cheaten 


them with his iudgement. Did Pelias alowe 


the doing or thoſe which ſerued Baal, in time 


ofthe greate perſecution which Jeſabel put in 
pactiſe againſt the faithfull : And the ſeuen 
thouſand, which God hach reſerued tohimſelf, 
are they only pꝛayſed in that they did not honoꝛ 
Baal wich the heart: are they not expꝛeſiy pꝛat⸗ 
ſed in that he bowed not the knee co him, and 


did him no homage,honour,no2reuerence, and 


chat they kept their bodies without being pol⸗ 
luted and defiled amongſt others with the ſas 


crilidges and abhominations of Baal? 


Mee haue no realons which the Jbolaters 
in this time cannot bying fo their defence, they 


 coulde alleadge that the people, which ſerued 


Baal, were not Pagans, but their owne hꝛe⸗ 
then bꝛought vp one religion, on lawe,andone 
faith with them: wee haue no colour foꝛ to ſet 
out our Images and our gods, whether they 
be of golde, ſiluer, wood, ſto ad o2 meate, 


which they had not to cololld; Baal, and the 


golden Calues, and eſpecially the baſen Ser⸗ 
vent. Fo2 that Image had much mode rea⸗ 


Seck. 
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An Epiſtle neceſſarie 
and his aduerſarie witch the body, but ſeeyng he 
will glozifteboth the one and the other, and 
that he hath ſanctiſied them to dwel in them, and 
er: A tranſtfome chem to his image: howe is it 
1 % pollible that the ſoule ſhoulde carrie the marke 
Ne. s. and image of God, andthe body the image of 
the diuell ? howe is it poſſible, that a man who 
is but one ſhoulde be deuided into two, that hee 
may well ſerue two maſters, without offending 
che one oꝛthe other: Jeſus Chuiſt hath ſaide it 
is impollible to ſerue well two maſters. Jf it be 
AAat. 6. not poſſible to ſerue God and riches, howe tan 
we ſerue God and Idols, and the diuel in them: 
Seck. Butt leaſt perhappes it ſeeme that thele 
reaſons be not ſufficient, and that there is no- 
thing like between the papiſts and the pagans: 
let vs take a moꝛe euident exãple. What other 
difference was there betwirt Juda and Iſrael, 
. after p Jerobsam had made the golden calues, 
bur chat whiche is betweene vs and our aduer⸗ 
= ſaries, all of them did voaſt to bee the people of 
God, che ſonnes of Abꝛaham, and to haue recei⸗ 
ued the lawe oftheLow by Poſes: The Aſrae⸗ 
lites did knowe their calues of gold, and their 
images of Baal were not goddes, but 
they kept them fo2 a remembꝛance of OD, 
and to honour him by them: chey had no other 
opinion chen che Chriſtians haue of * 
Noe an ep | | 
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God to ſerue an other , The pꝛophetes haue 
not yet refuſed to accuſe them to haue foꝛſaken 


| theydidnotvnderſtande, thatthey had forſaken | 


God to ſerue ſtrange Gods, and to cheaten 


them with his iudgement. Did Helias alowe 


the doing ofchoſe which ſerued Baal, in time 


ofthe greate perſecution which Jeſabel put in 
mactiſe againſt the faithfull : And the ſeuen 
thouſand, which Godhath reſerued tohimſelf, 
are they only pꝛayſed in that they did not honoꝛ 
Baal with the heart :are they not expꝛeſly pꝛai⸗ 
ſed in that he bowed not the knee to him, and 


did him no homage, honour, noꝛ reuerence, and 


that they kept their bodies without being pol⸗ 
luted and defiled amongſt others with the ſa- 
crilidges and abhominations of Baal: 

Mee haue no reaſons which the Jdolaters 
in this time cannot bꝛing fz their defence, they 


toulde alleadge that the people, which ſerued 


Baal, were not Pagana, but their ownebye- 
then bꝛought vp one religion, on lawe, and one 
faith with them: wee haue no colour foꝛ to ſet 
out our Images and our gods, whether they 
be of golde, ſiluer, wood ſtor ad o2meate, 


which they had not to colo Baal, and che 7 -: 


golden Talues, and eſpecially the aſen Ser- 
pent. Fo2 that Image had much moge rea⸗ 


lun and greater ſhewe then all ours, and ir 
— „ much 
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An Epiſtle neceſſary 
much moꝛe dangerous was it: if we may ſpeak 
of the perſecutids, and of the feare ol Tyꝛants, 
A! doubt not, but it was cruell, and moꝛe cruell 
2 Keg. 9. in Helias time then in ours. Heltah ſaith not 
without cauſe, they haue killed thy Pzophetes 

and there is none left, but J, whome they leeke 

But J maruaile at choſe, which will make 

Set, thẽlelues a buckler o Abdas, Achas his ffew: 
arde, ſaying, he was one of the faithfull fearing 

God, and yet was ſeruant to Achab and that 
peruerſe Jeſabell: Mherefoꝛe it is not like 

that hee can tarie in their ſeruice without ſer⸗ 

uing of Baal, as they did at the leaſt in out ward 


hiſtozie, no not one ſillable, by which they can 


[ther the contrarie: and woulde to G D D 
that thole which will arme chem ſelues with 


fection to hide the pooꝛe perſecuted , and to 
ſuccoure th their neceſſitie, as Abdias 
had, and ſhewed in deede to the pꝛophets and 
faith full of his time: and chough Abdias had 
done that which they preſume and imagine; it 


ſhewe: this reaſon is but a vaine thought and an 
imagination and pꝛeſumption of mans vnder-F 
ſanding : fo2 there is not one wode in all the 


mooue this Imagination; but rather alcoge- 


chis example, had as good a minde and al. 


ms Ny e e e . 


Aallowerhrinetherelozethache wap ane 


forthe children of God, 
But beholde,yet an other replie, which ſee- 


did Elizeus anſwere Naaman the Aſſpyian,ga 
thy way in peace: Aſter that Naaman ſaid vn⸗ 


to him, when my Lo ſhall enter into the tems 
ple ot Remmon to wozſhip, & ſhall leane vpon 
mp hand, & on my ſhoulder, pꝛaythe Loꝛd that 

he wil pardd me chy ſeruant foꝛ this thing, if J 


wozſhip in the temple of Remmõ, vihen J ſhall 
wozſhip in the ſameplace ; Elizeus maketh no 
difficultie toſuffer him ſo to do, he condenneth 
it not, as a damnable thing that he ſhould enter 
into the temples ot idols w the Pagans, & that 
he ſhould be pꝛeſent at their ſacrifice,ſo that he 
woꝛchip God in his heart, why ſhal wee then be 
rather foꝛbidden, ta cõmunicate in like ſoꝛt w 
thoſe þ are Chꝛiſtians as we are, chen Naaman 
v the pagãs, who were in deed enemiesto god? 


This exãple ſhall ſerue vs no moꝛe then p or 
S. Paul:it might ſerue pour turn it you were 


like to Maaman, x if to doe ſeruice vnto any, to 


hom pau were bound in ſight ot God, you 


ſhould go th thẽ in p ſoꝛt, ) Naaman keyt conv 
pany w his low. Fo he went not thither to cõ⸗ 


methnot apparant, if it be ſo dangerous at hing 4 
e ſo contrary to the will of God to be partaker 
of p ceremonies & ſacrifices ofthe papiſts, why 


God no more then other ſinnes of the ſaints, Sort. 


Reg. 3. 


0 
1 


Yo 


do declare by outwarde ſignes, chat hee beareth 
euerence to the God RNemmon, to pleaſe the 


z ſeeing hee muſt bee in che ſeruice at his 3 


: — —— — king! ; 
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but to e. his necellities | 
Uherefoze we muſt vnderſtand, chat, to woꝛ⸗ 
ſhip, is often taken in ſcripture to bow, and do 
reuerence by outwarde ſignes and geſtures, as 
wee doe to kinges and Pꝛinces, the Jdolaters 


to their Idols, and the faichfull alſo to God, 


when as by outwarde geſtures and ſignes they 
will declare the humilitie oftheir heart, and the 
reucrencethep beare to God: but Maaman res: 
guireth not to bee ſuffered to kneele and doe re⸗ 
uerence befoze the God Remmon: and to wo; 
ſpipnotwichſtanding the true God in his heart, 


king as they do, which by outward geſtures do 
woꝛſhip che hot and Images, and pet ſay their 
heart is not there, but that by it they woꝛſhipye 
Jeſus Chult nheauen,and the father in ſpirite 
and truch. 

Naaman ſpeaketh not ok that adozation as 
couchinghimſelfe;buc only ofthe reuerence he 
oughkto ſhewe in ſerumg the king, when hee 
woulde kneele oꝛ bow donne befoꝛe Remmon. 


Vince, and ſtay him when he leaned vponhim, 
the king coulve not bowe, but chat Nas 


* 
- % 
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Forthechildren of Gud. Mk - 
fo Remmon as theking div, noz to male ge 
King beleeue thachehonoured Remmon, as he 
did, fearing to diſpleaſe him, but hee did it nose 
only to ſerue his Prince accozding to his due 
tie, fo betoze hee agreed to that hee e poiſed, "IR 
and witneſſed openly that hee would Ry 
rrifice to the ſtrange gods, but to the Main Fd 
God: ſeeing that hee pꝛomiled ſo, wee miffnog 22 
doubt but that hee kept his pꝛomiſe: and it ix 
moſt certaine, that in the eſtate & dignitie wher⸗ 
in hee was, hee coulde nat tarry any long tyme M --? 
without ſacrificing to the Idols as others vids | 
but ic would haue been percetted;buthe would. 
that euery one ſhould know c vnderſtande, chat 
he had in his heart:there is no doubt hut that foꝛ 
this cauſe hee demanded of Elizeus, two -, 
em mules charged with the earch of Jſrael,co take 
ite wichhiminco the land of Sy2ta,to beare wit⸗ 
nes and make publike confeſſion that hebelee⸗ 
ued not, noꝛ woꝛſhipped any other then — of = FN: | 
he Jſrael,+ that he had his diuine leruice he 2 
er ſeparated from that ok the other SYU 9 WV. 2 
were Jdolaters. [ 
VVV although he did allthings, x char he han dae x! 
r better cauſe thenthoſe which waulde de⸗ — 
fend their Idolatrie by his example, pet doeh / J 
he not ſo maten his wozks, asthey we, 8 
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Hould pꝛay co God foꝛ him, that he woulde not 
impute that as a ſinne to him: wherein he ſhew⸗ 
ech well that there was ſome infirmicte in him, 
and that he feareth there ſhould bee ſome faulte 
in that woꝛke, which the Hꝛophet rather bea- 
reth wich all, then alloweth, pea although that 
 dbefoze hee had done other thinges enough to 
confeſle his faith befoze men: And if wee conſi⸗ 
der well che woꝛdes of Maaman, hee conteſſeth 
very manifeſtly that he thinketh there is ſinne, 
in 5ᷣ he ſaith,he mult doe, ſeeing he willeth the 
Mꝛophet to pꝛay foꝛ him, that it may not be im⸗ 
puted to him, foꝛ if there be no fault, chere is no 
neede of pꝛayer noꝛ pardon, and Eliʒ eus laieth 
not the contrarie to him, p it is not ſinne at all, 
Hut he wil not pꝛeſle him ouermuch in the con- 
keſſion he made ofthe name ol God: & therfoze 
he lecteth him go, c giueth him to vnderſtand, 
he will do p which Maaman requireth of him: 
that is, that he will pꝛay fohim;e biddeth him 
fare well: wherefoze although it were ſo, that 
Eliʒ eus had bozne with ſome great faulte in 
Naaman, who was yet a nouice, and newely 
come to the religion was come from amõgſt 
the Pagans, it followech not therefoze that wee 
which are Chꝛiſtians, and haue receiued a grea⸗ 
cer knowledge of truth confirmed by the beach 
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for the children of God, 


of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, and ſo many marty2s,oughtta 


dab this particular example to a general con⸗ 


ſequent, to ſet it againſt ſo many places of ho⸗ 


Ip ſcripture:which foꝛbid all Jdolacrie and all 


ſhew ol denying Jeſus Chyilte. 


It wee teſtifie publikelie our faith, and if we 


' confeſle we attribute nothing to the Idols, but 
that we gae to the alſemblies of Jdolacersca 


ſerue our father oz ſome other, ts whom we are 
bounde, not in Jdolatrie, but in that which may 


concerne our office: the example of Naaman 


might giue vs ſome further colour fo2 our for- 
mer confelſton, and the publike witneſſing of 
our faith, woulde glozifie God, and condemne 
the Jdolaters,and ſtrengthen the faitchkull, and 


woulde take away all cauſe of offending the 


good, and woulde leaue no matter to the Jdoz 
laters wherin to gloꝛiſie: but the cauſe why we 
goe, it is tu doe farre contrary, itis to couer vs, 
and not to vncouer vs. 

Pet notwichſtanding, ik wee ſhoulde doe as 
Maaman did, pet ought we no moze to iuſtiſie 
our ſelues, then he; but wee ought to al ke par⸗ 
dd of God fo2 it, as he did. And if Naamã were 
afraid to offend God by y act, although he had a 
goodly cloke to excule himſeike, 4 aſhamed ok 


thoſe W are quite cõtrary to him, thep dare ſa 
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| Seth, 


An Epiſtle neceſſatie 


aſſuredly defend their wozke as if there were 
no ſinne in it. And to make their matter better, 
after they had red Þ which was witten againlf 
their opinion, c ſeene themſelues bereft of that 
weapon, which they tooke from the example of 


Ma aman to defend their cauſe, they ſought an⸗ 


other ſtarting hole, wherein there ts flender 
foundation: they haue imag ined, that when Na⸗ 
aman made y confeſſion to Eliʒ eus, which was 
ſpokẽ of befo2e,p it is very like he was alone, 
E that he laid it not befoꝛe al che copany which 
was w him, they pꝛoue their imaginatiõ bythis, 
that it is the cultome of great A endes to ſpeake 
in a Mateſtie of their affaires, in the abſence 
of their ſeruants, rather then in their pꝛelence. 
Mherekoꝛe they cauſe the? to depart, & koꝛ bet⸗ 
ter confirmation hereof, they alleadge ÿ when 
Geazi, ran after Naaman,p Naaman deſceded 
out of his chariot, & that hee came betoꝛe him. 
Uherefoe they conclude, p he ſpake to him a⸗ 
part, æ in abſence of his ſeruants, and that hee 
might well do as much to Elizeus, when hee 
vled that talke with him, wherol che holx ſcrip⸗ 
ture makech mention. 

This is the ſophiſtrie, whereby ſome wil now 
adayes make this exãple of foꝛce to helpe an e⸗ 
uill cauſe:but I know not to what ende it may 
ſerue them, but to ſhew that thoſe which are ſo 
Teng in ſpeculation to imagine thele farting 


for the children of God, 
holes,know wel what they haue to doe, & that 
it ſeemeth they are deſirous to finde ſome cloke 
in ſcriptures, to couer their matter c that they 
would gladly make the ſpirite of God, which 
ſpeaketh in his holy ſcriptures, to thinke that 
he would ſpeake & vnderſtande things as they 
would haue it: Foꝛ as fo2 the firſt, all their rea- 
ſon is grounded but vpon imagination, which 
it is as eaſie to diſpzoue as to allowe: but of 
thinges of ſo great impoꝛtance, wee muſt not 
iudge vpõ pꝛeſumptiõs + imaginatiõs. Moꝛe⸗ 
ouer the ſcripture doch manifeſtly witnes, he 
pꝛomiſed t cõfeſſed he would ſerue none other 
God, but Loꝛd, & woulde declare it by ſacriſi⸗ 
ces, and by outward conkeſſion, c publike teſtis 
monie, c to giue this teſtimony, he deſired theſe 
two mules charged w the earth of Jſrael, as 
his woꝛdes do manifeſtly witnes,Fo2 to what 
purpoſe ſhould earth ſerue him, moꝛe then the 
earth of Spyta,but to this end: then wee haue 
no cauſe co doubt, but that matter is eaſie, as 
be hath purpoſed &demanded it: Foꝛ þ, which 
the pꝛophet anſwered him after pmaner which 
the Hebzwes vſe in their ſalutations, vohẽ they 
bid a man farewell, ſaying to him, goe in peace, 
ought not p only tobe relerued to 5 laſt ſpeech, 
that Maamã vled touching his woplhipping in 


the Temple ol Remmon but to all his foꝛmer 
; oO woes 


_ AnEpiſtleneceſlarie | 
Wooddes. wherein the Pꝛophete conſenteth to 
him: The matter then is plaine, chat his confel⸗ 
ion was not ſecrete, but publike, and therefoꝛe 
his example ſerueth to no ende fox them, which 
content them ſelueg to haue confeſſed Jeſus 
Chziſte in ſecrete befoze a fewe, and blaſpheme 
him publikeſy, _ | | 


Self. It is ealie to vuderſtande all theſethinges: 


but we ſeeke thele cloking & ſtarting holes, be⸗ 
cauſe we wil not be vnfurniſhed. And what is 5 
cauſe, if we ſhould diſcouer our ſelues, we ſhold 
peold our ſelues all vnto death, and ſhoulde bee 
murcherers of our lelues: But thoſe which are 
otit of this danger may babble at their eaſe:our 
Life coſteth them little, J nom fome ble ſuche 
ſpeech, but yet their like is dearer to vs, then 
they thinke loz: we are no lelle afraide to put 
chem in danger then themſelues: koꝛ wee are 
not out of pꝛyſon without being mindefull of 
chem, c feeling p afflicttons of dur bꝛechꝛen as 
if we were there our ſelues: and therefote it is 


moꝛe ſafe to followe the iudgementes of thoſle 


which are out of danger, thẽ chole which 
are in it, it is very hard vᷣ che ſicke man ſhoulde 
be a good Phiſitid to himſelte: but he hach need 
pf anocher, foꝛ it is doubtfull, hee would rather 
make the medicine ſerue his affections, thẽ rule 
bis affections by þ art of Philicke,fo ſickneſſe 

Delixech to entercaing ic ſelfe, x willeth alwales | 


forthe children or God. 
that is contrarie vnto it:the ſicke man alſo be⸗ 
leeueth rather the philitions which accoꝛd vnto 
his will then they that gaine ſay it: It is very 
hard alſo that a man ſhould bee a good iudge of 
his owne cauſe,fo2 hardly could he auoide, but 
his affections woulde cary him away, hinder 
him frd ſeeing the right cx giuing good iudge⸗ 
ment; wherefoze it is requiſite to ſeeke iudges 
which be not ouermuch affecctoned to the mat⸗ 
ter, c do not iudge at randon accoꝛding to their 
faͤncie, but bee of good cdſcience with out loo⸗ 
king to the affection of any but to God only, t 
to HOW, and equitie, | 
Andthcrefoze my bꝛechꝛen, conſider whether Seck 
I ſpeake or mine own head, oꝛ whether Jbzing * 
mp. minde, oꝛ the mind of God: If IJ ſpeake an 
other then y woꝛd of god my reaſons ought not 
to moue vou noꝛ trouble pou, but you ought to 
let thẽ paſſe, as vaine & friuolous: If J offer vn⸗ 
to vou ᷣ coũcell of god, von haue no cauſe to be 
angry, op to cõplaine þ weaye too ſharp ⁊ our 
iudgement is too hard: foꝛ would you that wee 
ſpould change ö meaning at god a ſhould belie 
him? Ihaue vnderſtood 5 coplatnts @ the atte⸗ 
ſtationsþ ſom make to cauſe vs to bethink our 
ſelues what we waite ol theſe matters, They 
ſap, x it is true, p the cõtrouerſie c matter is not 
of the ſhadow of an Aſſe,o2 5 woollof a goate, 
(as the olde W is) butof that they 
| 04 Account 


ay 


Seck. 
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account moſt deare in this wozld, that is, ot a 
thing foꝛ which we muſt kozſake our countrie, 
our wife, our deare childꝛen, our goods, and all 
Þ euer wee map haue delight æplealure in this 
woꝛlde, yea to the looſing of our life, c running 
ſtraight vpon deach; and J denie not but theſe 


things are very ſharpe and hard to fleſh: where⸗ 


foe I cannot thinke therof without great com⸗ 
paſlion of theſe, which are in ſuch a ſtraight:but 


what ſhoulde we doe there? wee oughtto think 


it moꝛe ſtrangd and fearefull to foꝛlake Jeſus 


Chailte, the heauenly habitation, and the eters . 


nall felicitie, then theſe tranſitozie thinges, 
which without that we muſt once foxſake, 

Wee would gladly finde ſome way to ſup⸗ 
poꝛt the inftrmicte of fleſhe in this caſe, and ta 


pleaſe it a litle in theſe great temptations. Fo2 * 


it may be, if we were in the ſame danger, whe⸗ 
ther we ſhould be moꝛe weake & kraile, moe 
ſtrong & conſtant, then thoſe whom we pꝛoue, 
God knoweth, who giueth ſtrength and cõſtan⸗ 


cie ta whom it pleaſeth him, without whom we 


all are nothing: but J diſpute not nowe what 
conſtancie oꝛ inconſtancie might bee in mee oꝛ 
ſome other, c what we ſhould do in ſuch a caſes 
I diſpuce what ought to be done in luch a caſe, 


& what wee owe to God, as far as I can iudge 
bp p ſcriptures; fo to flatter our ſelues, — 
5 8 againlf 
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againſt the truth of God, we ſhal gaine nothing: 
for all our coulours and excuſes, although they 
pleaſe our fleſhe, ſhall nothing auaile vs in the 


iudgement of God, if they haue no foundation 
in his woꝛde, which wee mult not corrupt and 


peruert to make it ſerue our affections, and to 
allowe our infirmitte and incredulitie as good. 

What chen haue wee to do: Did not Micho⸗ 
demus goe to Jeſus Chulke in the night :durſt 
he confeſſe him publikely ? is he thercfoze con- 
demned: As J cannot altogether excuſe Micho⸗ 
demus: as though he had not at ÿ time ſome in⸗ 
credulitie and infirmttie in him, ſo J wiſhe that 
if wee haue not moꝛe faith and conſtancie then 
he, that we be not wozſe, but at the leaſt like vn- 
to him. Saint John did not wyite in the 
commendation ofthe chiefs ot Hierulalem, that 
they did beleeue in Jeſus Chꝛiſt, but that they 
durſt not confeſſe hum, becauſe they feared to be 


caſt out ofthe Synagogue, and that they loued 
mone the pꝛayſe ot men, then the pꝛaiſe of God, 


It Michodemus wenttoJeſusChailt by night, 
vet dyd hee not blaſpheme him, anddenye hym 
by day. If at the firſt he conkeſſed him not open⸗ 
ly, ànd maynteyned his cauſe publikely, pet 
did he not conſent to his death, noꝛ ſuffered fo? 
his part that any ſhoulde doe hym harme oꝛ dil⸗ 
plealure, but he alwayes maputepned his cauſe 


Sect. 


Joh. 7. 


Joh. 2. 


Luk, 23, | 
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he cold be in: And when hee had moze cauſe of 


feare and offence then euer he had, they deman⸗ 


ded the body of Ptlate to bury it. 


S:4, Moulde God that wee had many ſuch Nis 
chodemians 5; wereſo feareful, chat they would 


ſhewe them ſelues alwayes at neede: foꝛ they 


ſhould be moze worthy pꝛayſe, then a company 
of raſhe heads, which play the hardy men at the 


beginning, rx make great ſhewes, but they faile 
at neede, and fo2 a thing ok nothing denit 
and blaſpheme the Goſpel, and woulde not lol 


one heire ok their head fo2 it:oꝛ then a company 


of wiſe men of the woꝛld, who will couer them 


ſelues with the example of Michodemus: and 


in a counſell oꝛ company of aduerſaries, they 


durſt not open their mouth to vtter one woꝛd in 


fauour of the trueth: Richodemus did farre 0: 
therwiſe, hewe fearefull ſoeuer he had been be: 
foꝛe: but theſe men will conſent rather to the 
death of the innocent, and if it be needfull, they 


wil condemne them themſelues,fo2 feare of be⸗ 


ing ſuſpected, Meyther Nichodemus, noꝛ Jo⸗ 


ſeph of Arimathea woulde haue done that fo 


cheir life, no not a good Pagan, which had — 
88 PILL it 


in that he could: he declareth him ſelfe wich Jos 
Mat. 27. {eph of Arimathea to bee one of his diſciples, 
Lu. 1g. when all his diſciples foꝛſooke him, hee made 
Joh. 19. publike confeſſion ofhim in the greateſt danger 


Seee. ne ee e ee eee. ee a 


eren ney 


forthe children of God, 


loue to Juſtice and equitie: vet is this the oꝛ⸗ 
der of many which will arme themlelues with 
de Nichodemus, but ſuch men might haue better 
zer ¶ occaſion to alleadge the example of Pilate in 
ol their behalt x ts accõpanie theſeiucs with him: 
in: foꝛthey take moꝛe ol him then of Michodemus. 

So then, as J cannot condemne the true 
Nichodemtans, alchough that fayth and con⸗ Sect. 
ſtancie is not ſuch in chem, as it is to be requi⸗ 

red in a true Chꝛiſtian: ſo can J not allowe 

thaſe, which in all thinges agree with che Jdo⸗ 

laters, and renounce Jeſus Chꝛiſt without any 

ſtay, and then wil excuſe and defend themſelues 

that it is lawfull foꝛ them, and that they doe not 

agaynſt the wooꝛde ol God: there is enough of 

one euil, without adding two. It ſufficeth once 

to haue blaſphemed Jeſus Chziſt, without blaſ⸗ 

pheming him againe, in affirming that blaſphe⸗ 

mie is not blaſphemie, and in going about to 

induce otherg to blaſpheme him with vs, that 

we may haue mo companions with vs to couer 

dur wickednes, | | 
Were it not rather the duetie ol a good chꝛi⸗ Sect. 

ſtian, to confeile his infirmitie & ſinne, & weepe Pſal. 136. 

withy captiues of Babylon & Egypt, chẽ to de⸗ Exo. 16. 

fend his euill, and ta lie vnto the ſpirite of God Ad. 5. 

with Anantas and Sachar ia :do wee not ſee the = 

ſubtiltie ofthe fleſhe+ whence commeth thele | 
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delayes and ercuſes,but ofthis fleſhe + whichis 
ſo delicate, that it cannot ſuffer the thoznes of 
Jeſus Chyiſt,and ſo glozious, that it cannot ſub 
fer to be repꝛooued and condemned, and there 
foze mult ſhce foꝛge her ſelfe a newe Jelug 
Chil, that hee may not diminiſhe any of he 
pleaſures and delights, noꝛ her glozp and arro 
gancie, but may entertapne both the one 
the other, wich her carnall Jeſus Chꝛiſt which 
he hath fayned to her ſelfe : fot the flethe is alth 
gether contrary to Saint Paul, who will no 
glozte in any thing, but in the croſle of Chill tt 
Jeſus,and in his tribulations and infirmicies, 
But he abhozreth and deceſteth them: fo2 ſhet 7 
hath not well noted the leſlon, that our Sam 
our Chꝛiſt gaue to his diſciples, as it hath been 
already ſayde, who ſo wyll be my diſciple,hes t 
muſt carry his croſſe euery day and follow r 
chen he addeth a compariſon, to teach vs howt 
we ought to pꝛekerre our ſelues to his leruice; 
he inlkructeth vs to doe lyke a wyſe punce,wht 
betoze he giue his defievnto his enempe, am 
ioyne battayle with hym, hee examineth hie 
force and riches, to knowe whether he be ſkrong 
enough to reſiſt him, to the intent he be not ſha}; 
med and confounded: ik after he haue begonne, 
he be conſtrayned to leaue all and flye, oꝛ peelde 


bun elle to his enenne : he wil allo, chat we tate 


vo 
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example of the wiſe builder, who befoze hee 

beginne his building, he reckoneth whe⸗ 

ther hee ſhall haue money and ſtuffe enough to 

furniſhe him therein, that after he hath layd the 

foundation, he be not conſtrayned to ceaſe off, 

amd to leaue his enterp2yſe, and in the ende bee 

mocked. Se} 
By this he giueth vs to vnderſtande, that pkk 


uu wee will fight vnder his banner, and lay hande 
to che buylding of his houle, wee muſt pzepare 
Four ſelues to woꝛke, not to reſt, and to fight, noc 

co ſleepe, and to receiue blowes, rather then be⸗ 


nelites:alſo he giueth vs to vnderſtande, thet in 


"Ybeginning, wee mult pꝛepare our ſelues to go 
M fozwarde, and that we muſt not forſake his bane 
ner, noꝛ our captaine when we heare the larom 
counded, and the allault is giuen, we mult not 
* doe like the cowardly Souldyers,who will kil 


all as they ſitte at table, but when they come to 
che buſineſle to giue blowes, they are 5; firſt that 
ſhye away, and cauſe others to be afrayd, and go 


Vde them ſelues. Ik we be truely faythtull, it 


3 neceſſarte that we conteſſe Jeſus Chyilt opt⸗ 


; l, and that we die rather as the Pꝛophets, Apo⸗ 


8, and Martyzes did chen to foꝛſake him, and 


ha commit Wo latrie, ſuperſtition, oꝛ any acte that 


ne, 
Ide 


Ke - 


ath any appearance of it. 
If Jeſus Chziſt had once manp ſuch cham⸗ 
* der 
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pions, which would be pꝛodigall of themſelues 
and liues, with ſo holy a pꝛodigalitie, as they 
were, Antichziſt would ſoone be ouerthzowne, 
Jelus Chꝛiſt ſhoulde ſhoztly raigne ouer al the 


arch, oꝛ v2ath would diminiſhe and kill moe of 


Jad. 25. 
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our enemies, then the death of Sainpſon killed 
of the hiliſtians:we ſee what happened in the 
tymes of the Apoſtles and Martyꝛsʒ if they had 
been ſo daintie as we are, and had been ſo feare⸗ 
full ot their ſkmne, the religion of Chꝛiſte had 
not been lo much encreaſed in ſo {mala tyme: 
but it is harde eſpecially in our time, wherein 
faith almoſt faileth vpon earth, accoꝛding to the 
pꝛopheſie ot our Sauiour Chꝛiſt, to finde men 
of ſuch fayth and conſtancie. | | 
What remedie is there then herein, if we can 


not come to this high degree, and to this chꝛiſti⸗ 
an perſecution ofthe martyꝛs, and if wee dare 


not openly confeſſe Jeſus Chꝛiſt with the dan⸗ 
ger of our life, and wee feele not in our ſelues 
ſuch conſtancie to ſuffer death foꝛ his namezlet 
vs come at the leaſt to the next degree, let vs be 
ſecret ſchollers with Nichodemus, and Joſeph 
of Arimathea: And ik we ſhewe not our lelues 
fo openly, vet at the leaſt, let vs do no diſhonaur 


to Jeſus Chꝛiſt, no2 conſent vnto his aduerſa· 
ries in partaking at the table of diuels, c if wee 
find aur ſelues weaker „ ifwe 


for | 


erte n afGod, 


for feare ot looſing our goods, our eſtimation æ 


liues, we be conſtrained too much to diſſemble, 
and to communicate with Jdolacers; vet at the 
leaſt, let vs not iuſtiſte, but condẽne our ſelues 


np wherein we fayle, let vs acknowledge our 


ouer great infirmitte, & the ouer burning loue 
that we beare to our ſelues, & tothe goods and 
dignities ofthis woꝛld, moꝛe thẽ to Jelus Chꝛiſt 


tt his woꝛd, let vs acknowledge in what euill 


bondage we are, let vs conkeſſe that it is a pu⸗ 
niſhment and iudgement of God vpon vs, be⸗ 
cauſe of our ſinnes, as it was vpon the people of 


Iſrael in Egypt c Babylon, let vs pꝛay to God 
chat he will encreaſe our faich to ouercome our 
inſtrmitie, and let vs confeſſe our faultes and 


ſinnes vnto him, and alke him pardon and mer⸗ 


| tie foz the ſame: let vs weepe and waile vnder 
this heauie burthen, and vnder this great tyzan⸗ 


nie of Antichꝛiſt which p2eſlech vs lo ſoꝛe: let vs 
aſke ayd, ſuccour, and deliuerance at his hands, 
rather then to excuſe and iuſtiſte our ſelues, and 
ſo much to pleaſe our ſelues, and hee will ſee 
our teares, and heare our ſighes and grones, by 
which he wil be moued to pitie and compaſſion, 
fo2 to deliuer and ſuccour vs, as he was mouen 


by the like of the people of Iſrael. 
But in py meane time thoſe which remame in Self: 


luch milerie, lo ouercde by z infirmicie ne. 
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fleſhe, þ they are conſtrapned to communicate 
with idolaters, what excuſe can they haue, ſee⸗ 


png they knowe well they doe euill, doe they 
not ſinne againſt the holy Gholk* this is a que⸗ 


4 


ſtion that ſome wil make, and a doubt that toꝛ⸗ 
menteth many conſciences: it al innes, that we 
commit, knowing that wee do euill, were ſinne 
àagainſt the holy gholt, we ſhould commit kewe 
Pp were not ſin ag ainſt Þ holy ghoſt: p adulterie 
e murder of Dauid, and che denial, blaſphemy, 
and periurie of Saint Peter, ſhould bee ſinnes 
agaynſt the holy ghoſt, fo2 they were not igno⸗ 
raunt that chat was foꝛbiddẽ of God, but it is an 
ocher thing to ſinne ol certayne malice, and in 
deſpite of God, and in contempt or his wooꝛde, 
and to ſinne though ignoꝛaunce, oꝛ though in⸗ 
firmitie ofthe Aeſhe, which diſplealech vs, and 
wee cannot ouercome it. | | 
But we mult not ſo far ſtretch out this Rinne 
of mans infirmicie,p we wil wholly cauer e de⸗ 
fed our ſelues, c by it giue our ſelues, to vnder⸗ 
ſtand p ſin is not ſinne : foꝛ in ſtead of leſſoning 
the ſinne, wee may aggrauate it, and may well 
make it irremillible, as the ſinne vnto death, fox 
Mee is no great difference between the hypo⸗ 
crites, che contemners and mockers of God, 


. andbetweenethe blaſphen ers, which ſinne a⸗ 


+ 24s aucche holz ghocz cher arealmoſtcoſen ger- 
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mans: 


. foz many ofthoſe whichbecome Atheiltes and 


 wherefoze they haue altog ether loſthim,; and 


| inne. no? blaſphemie blaſphemie : foꝛ Jeſus 


wherewith he thꝛeatneth the Jewes, befall not 


for the chi [dren of God. * 


mans: wee ſee alſo by experience that front 
one of the degrees man kalleth into che other, 


Epicures, and men without God, which haue 
at the firſt had ſome knowledge of the truth 
and nowe blaſpheme it, they are kallen into 
theſe pits by degrees; fo} they haue fapned to 
themlelues a Jeſus Chiilt after their owne 
fancie without amending their like, and with»  # 
out any repentance, they haue dallied wich 
him, and haue made it an art to blaſpheme him: 


God with him, whom without him we cannot 
haue: And therefoze ſinne is no moꝛe to them 


Chult, is ns moze to them Jelus Chult mop 
God, to them God. 

Let vs learne to feare the Lom by others Seck, 
loſſÞ,andco flee ſuch curſe and fury-of God: 
let vs beware that ſeeing Jeſus Chailt hath 
dꝛiuen chat wicked ſpirit out of our body, chat, 


vnto vs, that is, that he returne not thither wich 
ſeuen others woopfethen the fürſt, and that 
che latter thinges be not wozſe chen the fir, 
fo2 it followech not, if all ſinnes be not ſinues 
vnto deach, and as great and as wicked the vne 
as Ir linnes Ulitcis 
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ent to bꝛing vs to eternall damnation, ir God 
of his mercy tooke not pitie ot vs, and did par⸗ 
don them vnto vs, let vs not thinke that wee 
are not bound to acknowledge and conkeſle 
them, and to pꝛay euery day. O heauenly 
father foꝛgiue vs our ſinnes, enter not into 
Udgement with thy ſeruant, rep2ooue vs not, 
noꝛ coꝛrect vs in thine anger and furie, lead not 
by into temptation , but deliuer vs from e⸗ 
uill. 

Icondemne not Dauid noz S. Peter as 
touching their perſons , no} the Ilraelites 
which wopſhipped the Images of Mabucho⸗ 
Dono zer, in ſuch ſozt as J condemne chem fox 
repꝛobates: but J allow not therfoze p murder 
of Dauid,noz p dental of S. Peter, noꝛ the ido⸗ 
Latrie ofthe Iſraelites, but do condemne them 
as ſinnes, greeuous and greatly diſplealing to 
God, and —— of eternall deach, ik God of 
his grace had not pardoned them. Pet becauſe 
the perſons acknowledged their kaultes, and 
alked him mercy fo2 the lame, their ſinne was. 
not unputed vnto them: 3 haue alſo like hope 
that the Lozd will take pitie and compailton 
on the pooze, faythful, weake, and kearekul, 
which are conſtrained to cary the yoke ol An⸗ 
tichꝛiſt, and that he will ſtrengthen them moze, 
do that they acknowledge Ge . 
In 
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and ſinners as they are, and that they thinke 
not themlelues to be S. Paules, where they 
are not yet woꝛthie to be accounted gobd Mi⸗ 
Codemians , that they delight not themſelues 
in their errours, that they call not the table of 
Diuels the Supper of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, but tha 
they be grieued to be in that captiuitie, and to 
offend, and to ſee God dayly offended, that 
they auoyde idolatrie as much as they can, and 
chat they hate and deteſt it with all their heart, 


without ſaying euil is gosd, oꝛ light is darke⸗ 


nes: foꝛ God cur lech ſuch men by his Mophet; 
but thoſe which eſteeme ſo much idolatrie, c al⸗ 


lob it, and induce others thereto, they haue not 
well conſidered the wozdes of the pꝛophet, noꝛ 
well thought ofthe maledietion of God, wher⸗ 


vnto they yeelde themſelues faultie. 
This is, wel beloued bꝛethꝛen, that which | 
would wyice vnto vou at this time, not to trou⸗ 


ble and tozment further the pooze, weake, and 


afflicted conſtiences, but to abate the pꝛide and 
pꝛeſumption of the fleſhe, and the pꝛoude, and 


fooliſh, which feele not their euil, but wil main⸗ 
taine it as good hitherto tendeth my meaning 
that vou may follow rather the councell ofthe 
ſpirit of God and his woꝛde, then the countell 
of the fleſhe and woꝛldly wifvome.Wherefoze 
| 4 May pou take all fn noch barten tonſider 
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rather with what heart J wyite vnto vou, the 
Tpeech of woꝛdes. Thinke it not of arrogancie 
02 pꝛeſumption, ik J haue taken in hand to 
'wite vnto them whame J neuer ſawe,, and 
which may be mote perfect, and vnderftande 
cheſe things better then my ſelfe © Fo) J haue 
not done it wout cauſe, but aty requeſt of many 
good men, which haue entreated me thereto, 
done v aue it alſo becauſe p many poꝛe troubled 
ronſciences haue often aſked councell ot me in 
ſuch matters: and therefoze J durſt not refule 


Io iuſt and reaſonable a matter, ſeeing J am 


.debto2 to all my bꝛethꝛenzfoꝛ J haue thought 


I might ſerue euerp one which had neede ok 
my inſtruction, and that in ſo doing J ſhoulde 


giue a teſtimoniẽ of my fayth to others, which 
are moꝛe ſtrong and learned, and that J ſhould 
ſtirre them vp better to ſatiſfie ſuch queſtions 
and troubles in conſcience accowing to the 


—_—_ 


Latiſ fie all men, J ſhall nothing maruaile at if, 


[ſhould maruaile at the contrary; fo? I 
-Know well my abilitie, and how hard the mat- 
cer ts, further although J haue been tedious, 
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7 might well ſay touching this matter,foy it 
would require amoze ample and eaſte treatiſe, 
but J haue indeuoured to touch generally the 
pꝛincipall pointes, which firſt came to my 
minde,oftring my ſelfe alwayes to bee readie 
to employ my ſelke accoꝛding to the talent chat 


| Jhanerecefued of God, to ſatiſſie you moꝛe at 


large, both in theſe & al things elſe, wherein J} 
map ſerue vou, ſo farre as God ſhall giue mee 


grace:ifmy councell be a little ouer hard to 


the fleſh,thinke yet that it is faythfull ; and ſuch 
as J would take foꝛ my ſelfe: if J woulde not 
goe againſt my owne conſcience accoʒding to 
the knowledge J haue receiued ok the truth, 


wherevnto J had rather giue true and faithful 
witnes, then to lye vnto you and ſedute vou to 


pleaſe ou, and to betray the truth ol Sod : to 
whom you ſhall pꝛap fo) me, and che Churche 
in theſe partes, euen as we pꝛay fo vou beeing 
mindeful of pour afflictions and yerſevucrons, 
as if we were there our ſelites; 

Jn the meanetime;mp deare eth walke Seck 
in all feare and reuerence ol God, in al humili⸗ 
tie of the ſpirit, and in all chꝛiſtian modeſtie, 
wapyting fo pour redemption: Let your light 
ſo ſhine befoze me, that they may ſee pour good 
wozkes,your heauenly father may be gloziſied, 


| and that pou map ſhut vp the mouthes of pour 


93 abuers 
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aduerſaries:admoniſh one angther with al ge 
clenes, coꝛrect al blaſphemies, vices, e imper⸗ | 
fections, which raigne yet in the middeſt of vg 

chꝛough you the name of God be not blaſphe« Þ 
med amongſt the Inſidels, call vpon God, and 
he will rayſe you vp, gloziſie him, and he will 1 
gloziſie you, humble pour ſelues, and hee will 
exalt you, exhoꝛt one another, and ware not 
cold, be not weary of wel 1 not thole 
that walke well, but ſuppo2 veake , enco⸗ 


rage them that faint, pꝛicke them fozward that 
ceaſe off, and thoſe that runne wel, that they 
may runne better, faynt not till you haue obs 
cayned the pꝛice, and the God of peace ſhall 


comfoꝛt pou and ſtrengthen you to the ende, x 
will not ſuffer you to be tempted further then 
pou be able tu beare:but will giue good ilſue, 
co all your temptations and croubles , to the 
_ glopy of his holie name, and ſaluation of ou bs 
one ſoules: to whome onely bee 

all honour and glozye,nowe 

and foz ger. 


